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Before you teach… 
Most of us are accustomed to a few “creature comforts.” Think about your 
morning routine and jot down the things that come to mind that, if not available, 
might ruin your day or at least make you frustrated. How many of these things do 
you consider “essential” and believe you cannot function without it? 
 
What are more crucial things that you depend on and follow into a more extreme 
category of “stealing your joy”? 
 
Finally, are there things that, if absent, cause you go into panic mode? 
 
Take a step back and ask yourself, “Do any of these things in any category cause 
me to doubt God?” 
 
Consider showing the YouTube video, “What if God left Job alone?” by Pastor 
Paul Sorge. 
 
Today’s lesson includes a narrative about the Israelites in which they went from 
crumbling to outright rebellion. 
 
Part 1 
Read Exodus 17:1-4 and look for the issue(s) that concerned God’s children. 
Is there any irony here? The Lord had demonstrated His control over a mighty 
body of water! Could He not provide water for them in this situation? 
 
Part 2 
Read Exodus 17:5-7 and look for God’s response.  
Is this a familiar vehicle for God’s demonstration of His power and His provision? 
 
Pause for thought: When has God provided for you in your past even when you 
were complaining or questioning? Encourage brief testimonies here. 
 



Part 3 
Read-Think-Write-Share 
Ask your group members to list the five privileges that all Israelites received as 
stated in 1 Corinthians 10:1-6. (Check out pp. 75-76 in the leader’s guide.) 
 
Now point out the privileges of being a follower of Christ as described on p. 76 in 
the Leader’s Guide. Ask your group members to write these down next to the list 
above. 
 
Conclusion:  
 
Like the Samaritan woman Jesus met at the well in John 4, many folks you come in 
contact with every day are thirsty for living water that only comes from the Rock, 
our Savior, Jesus. 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 

One of the earlier tips in this series focused on engagement through thinking. A 
logical next step is to ask students to articulate their responses. This process can 
take two approaches—writing or speaking. You can do this separately or can do 
both of these together. Again, your goal is to engage everyone during the teaching 
time. Mental floating or passivity is not allowed. For example, you might say, “Jot 
down the three responses the disciples had to Jesus’ parable. Now, circle the one 
you believe would have been mostly likely your response.”  

 


