
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 9 
 
Introduction 
 
In March 2014 the United States joined with countries around the world in a 
sadness caused by the disappearance of Malaysian Flight 370. Many who listened 
to the ever-present broadcasts about the missing plane, crew, and passengers were 
introduced to an unfamiliar navigational term, waypoints. This term refers to 
designated points in an aviator’s flight plan that once each is reached, the plane’s 
crew and air traffic controllers know that the aircraft is maintaining its pre-
determined approach to its destination. 
 
As we look at Isaiah 52–53, it is clear to even the most casual student of Scripture 
that God had a pre-determined, carefully crafted plan for mankind’s restoration to 
Himself. Unlike this massive plane which veered wildly from its scheduled plan 
and missed its waypoints, our Savior had His plan, and Isaiah presented for his 
contemporaries the waypoints, prophecies that would each come to pass in the 
person and events of the Suffering Servant. 
 
Review the waypoints of The Gospel Project, the thread of salvation that runs 
through the Old Testament. 
 
 
Part 1:  Discover prophecy in light of the bigger picture.  
 
Isaiah is declaring God’s truth, the task of a prophet. He is also describing events 
yet to take place. I have heard prophecy compared to gazing at a mountain range—
the peaks can be viewed all together as one, and they can be viewed uniquely as a 
hiker approaches each in turn. I once stood in the Garden of the Gods in Colorado 
Springs and was in awe of the magnificent bright red rock formations. But the 
following day I stood in a friend’s office about 10 miles away and had trouble 
locating the outcropping of red rocks because they were dwarfed by the magnitude 
of Pike’s Peak. My eye was immediately drawn to the majesty of the larger 
mountain in the distance. 



 
 
Part 2:  Weigh the sacrifice of the Suffering Servant.  
 
Share this true story with your group: 
 

My son overdrew his debit card account while he was away at college. He 
did not realize the extent of his errors: single cups of coffee were costing 
$35! When we went to talk to the bank manager, she decided to zero out all 
the extra charges from the bank, which exceeded $300. I said to my son, 
“This is a picture of God’s love—unmerited favor.” He replied, “Not 
completely, Dad. The manager erased the debts. She did not pay them 
herself.”  

 
Ask your group members to look at the text (Isa. 53:10-12), and, first, list phrases 
that depict just how seriously our Creator takes sin, and second, the phrases that 
depict the extent our Savior went to pay the penalty. 
 
 
Conclusion:  Challenge for application. 
 
Distribute one or more small Post-It Notes to each group member. On the board set 
up some categories such as neighborhood, workplace, school, gym, etc. Ask each 
member to consider: How can I die to self this week and serve others as a suffering 
servant?  
 
After a few moments, challenge group members to place their Post-It Note under 
the category that best fits each response. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Reflect on the instructional episode after each session. Think through the level of 
energy in the room at various points. Consider your students’ reactions to the 



teaching methods that you used. Were there one or more students who had a 
confused, combative, or passive reaction to you or other classmates? How can you 
improve as the leader/teacher from your experience today? 

 


