
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
The Thread of Atonement: Session 12 
 
Atonement-Driven Life 
Key Statement: Jesus’ atonement challenges us to 1) draw close to God, 2) cling 
to God’s promises, and 3) encourage one another.    
 
::CONNECT:: 
 
Option 1: Scary Things 
Challenge students to compile a list of things that scare them. Their lists might 
include:  

• Lions 
• Roller coasters 
• Public speaking 

 
Next, break students into groups and assign each group one scary thing. They 
now have to come up with a skit, drawing, or scenario where someone 
overcomes a fear. Inform groups to include people or things that helped the 
scared person overcome their fear and change their mind about the once-scary 
thing. For instance, if the fear is roller coasters, perhaps the roller coaster 
designer/engineer explains to the scared individual how the ride works and the 
abundant safety features. In that case, the professional was able to calm any 
fears and help the individual enjoy the ride. 
 
Allow students a few minutes to perform their skits or drawings. Point out how 
God is, and should be, scary to us because of our sins! Yet, Jesus comes 
alongside us and atones for us so that we can draw near to God with complete 
confidence and assurance! 
 
Option 2: Shoe Leather 
For this practical option, allow students to work as individuals or in groups. 
 
Individuals 
Assign each student one of the three points from the lesson (multiple students 
can have the same point). Challenge them to make a list of real-life things they 
can do in the next two weeks to draw closer to God, cling to His promises, and 



encourage one another. For instance, one way they could draw near to God is by 
setting reminders in their phones to pray throughout the day. Or, a practical way 
students could encourage one another might be through texting Bible verses to 
their friends. 
 
Groups 
Assign each group one of the points and let them brainstorm real-life things they 
can do in the next two weeks to either draw closer to God, cling to His promises, 
or encourage one another. Require each group to come up with a minimum of 
five applications for the point they are assigned. 
 
Allow a few minutes for students to share their ideas. Point out some of the 
excellent ideas and tweak those ideas that could be a little far-fetched or those 
that missed the point.  
	  
 
::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider spending the majority of your 
Convey time by focusing on points two and three of the lesson. Customize the 
lesson to meet your group’s specific needs.  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school 
group. If you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you 
will likely have to be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. 
Keep in mind that each class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, 
personalize the lesson content for your class by determining what elements are 
most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to teach through all of the content in a 
single meeting, but instead help middle school students to see the main overall 
point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 


