
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
The Thread of Atonement: Session 13 
 
Washed Robes 
Key Statement: One day everyone will see that the Lamb of God 1) is worthy of 
all worship, 2) cleanses us by His blood, and 3) grants us access to His city.  
 
::CONNECT:: 
 
Option 1: Debate 
Hopefully everyone agrees that Jesus is the best thing ever. Your students’ job is 
now to debate what should hold the number two spot in their lives. They can do 
this in teams or individually. 
 
You will hold a formal debate. Allow them ten minutes to decide on what they’ll 
argue for and why it should hold the number two spot in their lives (ex: a sports 
team, food, a person, a place, etc.). Then, give each team three minutes to 
debate. If you have time and wish to, you could go for a second round (be sure 
not to let them put down one another’s ideas).  
 
When the debate is over, you can call the winner (or, alternatively, you could 
appoint a student or group not to take part in the debate, but rather to be the 
judge). 
 
When you are finished, debrief on how each of the things the students chose 
pales in comparison to Jesus. You could talk about what would happen if this 
world and the next were centered on that thing. How terrible would it be? Yet, 
Jesus beats these things and serves as the Centerpiece of eternity. You could 
also talk about how their “number two” things parallel with Jesus. For example, 
chances are both provide some pleasure or service to people (Jesus clearly 
does!). 
 
 
Option 2: Dream House 
Inform students that they are being given an unlimited amount of money and 
labor by one of the world’s leading architectural firms to build their dream home. 
Their job in this activity is to create their ideal house. They can draw it, describe 



it, or list the components of this house. Money is no object, but it also has to be 
realistic (e.g., no teleportation devices between rooms). 
 
Allow them a few minutes to create their houses (in teams or individually). Then 
let them share with the group what they would have created. 
 
Now tell them there is one condition the firm has attached to building this house: 
anyone and everyone is allowed access to the house. Allow students to discuss 
this idea. Does it make them happy, defensive, or angry? Do they still want the 
house?  
 
Inform them that Jesus has done precisely this. He has created the New 
Jerusalem where righteousness will dwell. It far surpasses any man-made house. 
And yet, Jesus has flung the doors open to any who will enter it. The sole 
requirement is trusting in Him as Lord and Savior. Should students share how to 
get access to this fantastic house with others? Should students be living in the 
present in a way that prepares them for this great “house”? Use questions like 
this to finish the time of debrief. 
 
::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider spending the majority of your 
Convey time by focusing on points one and three of the lesson. Customize the 
lesson to meet your group’s specific needs.  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school 
group. If you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you 
will likely have to be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. 
Keep in mind that each class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, 
personalize the lesson content for your class by determining what elements are 
most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to teach through all of the content in a 
single meeting, but instead help middle school students to see the main overall 
point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 


