
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
The Thread of Atonement: Session 6 
 
Water From The Rock 
Key Statement: The account of Moses and the rock reveals 1) Humanity’s 
grumbling toward God, 2) God’s mercy toward humanity, 3) Jesus’ sacrifice for 
sinners.  
 
::CONNECT:: 
 
Option 1: Retell the Story 
Guide students, as individuals or groups, to retell the atonement account of the 
rock in a different context. They may either draw or act it out, but their story must 
have the following elements: 

• A) Someone who wrongs another person by complaining 
o Possible ideas to jump-start their thoughts: a player complaining to 

his or her coach about the practice; a child complaining about the 
food his parent spent hours preparing; Jonah complaining about the 
intense heat in Jonah 4 

• B) The wronged person responding not with anger, but mercy 
o The coach changing the workout plan; the parent making an 

entirely new dish; God sending Jonah a plant 
• C) The complainer’s heart is changed upon the realization that they were 

shown great grace by the wronged person 
o The player realizes the coach was trying to bring out his best; the 

complainer realizing his or her parent worked hard on the original 
dish; Jonah realizing God’s love for the people of Nineveh 
outweighs his love for the plant 

(Be sure the skit somehow shows the response of faith from the former 
complainer.) 
Consider playing up this production by pretending to be a movie producer 
hearing people pitch their movie ideas, or you could give an Oscar for “best 
storyline.” Whatever the case, use the stories to show students the incredible 
grace of Jesus by giving life to the very people who complained against Him. 
 
 
Option 2: Putting Shoe-Leather to it… 



Pass out pieces of paper to students. Guide each one to write on his or her sheet 
one thing they dislike (or complain about). It could be a situation, an annoying 
habit of a friend, etc. Be sure they don’t provide names. Put the pieces of paper 
into a basket or hat. 
 
When you have finished the lesson, lead each student to pull out one piece of 
paper from the hat or basket. Instruct them to come up with a drawing or skit (if 
you do skits, they’ll need to work together) showing how someone should deal 
with hard, annoying, or bothersome things, rather than simply complaining about 
them. Point out that Jesus has taken upon Himself the wrath that we should have 
received for our complaining and distrust in God’s perfect sovereignty.  
 
Encourage students to consider Romans 8:28 in the midst of a difficult situation. 
When they’ve figured out how they should respond to the specific complaint on 
their paper, lead them to share their ideas with one another. Allow students the 
opportunity to give additional suggestions or verses to use in the face of that 
complaint. 
 
::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider spending the majority of your 
Convey time by focusing on points one and three of the lesson (you can likely 
combine points two and three when making the Christ connection).  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school 
group. If you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you 
will likely have to be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. 
Keep in mind that each class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, 
personalize the lesson content for your class by determining what elements are 
most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to teach through all of the content in a 
single meeting, but instead help middle school students to see the main overall 
point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 


