
Volume 8 Adult/Kids Connections (SUM 2014) 
 

Unit 24, Session 4: Jesus Was Baptized  
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34 
 

Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was baptized like sinners 
are baptized. Baptism reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. People 
who know and love Jesus should be baptized too. 
Kids: Jesus never sinned, but He was baptized like sinners are baptized. 
Baptism reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we 
trust in Jesus, we turn from sin and start a new life—a life lived for Jesus. 
 

Adult Connection Point: In the Tenth Commandment, God forbids us to covet 
something that belongs to someone else. Coveting is the craving of the heart for 
something we believe will give us satisfaction. Instead, coveting isolates us from 
others and robs us of a proper perspective of earthly things. Coveting is a sin 
more covert than most because it is almost exclusively an issue of the heart and 
can be concealed. Jesus was nonetheless never covetous. He kept not only 
God’s commands that can be observed by others externally but also the 
commands that God alone knows whether or not we are keeping internally. 
Jesus fulfilled all righteousness, external and internal, which highlights for us the 
need for Him to be baptized. 

In being baptized, Jesus was fulfilling all the requirements that God 
expected of His people at the time of His coming. John the Baptist, the last of 
Israel’s prophets, proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
(Mark 1:4), and so Jesus took upon Himself to do what God required for His 
people. Jesus Himself stated that John’s baptism of Him was “the way for us to 
fulfill all righteousness” (Matt 3:15, HCSB). Jesus’ baptism identifies Him with 
covetous sinners like us and shows how He kept God’s commands on our behalf 
so that God can accept us. When we turn from sin and place our faith in Jesus, 
God not only forgives our sins but also accepts entirely on account of Jesus’ 
obedience. Jesus fulfilled all righteousness for us and God treats us as if we 
have done the same if we place our trust in Jesus and His work on our behalf. He 
treats us as if we have never coveted ourselves and have fully obeyed Him, 
externally and internally, just as Jesus did. Baptism is a picture of our new 
relationship with God through Jesus, of dying to covetousness and living for 
righteousness. The gospel is the only answer to covetousness, for only Jesus 
provides us with a way to find our satisfaction in God and His gifts. Through faith 
in Jesus, we are given new desires that are in line with God’s mission. 
 

Family Devotion:  
 
Identify some jobs to do for the devotional then assign one to each member of 
the family. It could be as simple as finding the Bible and locating and marking 



specific passages for today’s lesson. Other jobs could include reading a 
passage, telling the Bible story, or leading the family in prayer. 
                   
Identify John the Baptist’s job after retelling the Bible story. Direct one child to 
look up Isaiah 40:3 and another to look up Luke 3:4. Guide your family to think 
what each verse means. Remind them that many years before John was born 
God had chosen John for the job of preparing people for the coming of His Son, 
Jesus. He specifically told people to repent from their sins and be baptized. 
                                               
Ask: “What happened when John the Baptist baptized Jesus?” Recall how, at 
first, John did not think Jesus should be baptized because He had never sinned. 
Jesus assured him, though; this was God’s plan. When Jesus came out of the 
water God’s voice could be heard identifying Jesus as God’s Son. 
Today people are baptized after they trust in Jesus. This baptism shows others 
they believe Jesus died to take the punishment for their sins and they now live a 
new life in Him. 
 
If you have saved members of your family who have not yet been baptized, 
consider following Jesus example and schedule a baptism with your pastor. 
Pray, thanking God for providing a way to start a new life, rescued from sin, in 
Jesus. 

 


