
Volume 8 Adult/Kids Connections (SUM 2014) 
 

Unit 24, Session 5: Jesus Was Tempted  
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 
 

Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Satan tried to get Jesus to sin, but Jesus did not sin. Jesus always 
did the right thing. Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from sin. When we are 
tempted to sin, we can ask Jesus to help us say no to sin.  
Kids: Jesus was tempted, but He never sinned. Jesus is perfect and righteous. 
A perfect sacrifice was required to take away sin. Jesus was that perfect 
sacrifice. He died on the cross to free us from sin and to give us the power to say 
no to temptation. 
 

Adult Connection Point: Even though some Christians tend to disregard the 
Old Testament as irrelevant, Jesus declared God’s law to be authoritative and 
necessary for us. In fact, Jesus taught that he did not come to destroy the Law or 
the Prophets but to fulfill them (see Matt. 5:17-20). His quoting from it several 
times in the face of Satan’s temptations demonstrates how seriously Jesus took 
the Old Testament, signifying its relevance for His life and ministry and its power 
to thwart the attacks of the Devil (see Matt 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). Because 
Scripture records this event for us, we know that Jesus can sympathize with us 
who struggle to obey God’s Word—though He Himself remained sinless (see 
Heb. 4:15; cf. 2:17-18; 2 Cor. 5:21)—in the face of temptation. 

We should accordingly think of Jesus fulfilling the Old Testament in two 
ways: 1) He kept all of the Old Testament’s commands and requirements 
perfectly for the people of God; and 2) He lived, died, and rose from the dead as 
the Savior and Messiah to whom the Old Testament pointed in so many ways 
through its prophecies, offices, institutions, and events. 

In light of Jesus’ fulfillment of the Old Testament and its commands, we 
should rest in the work that God has done for us in Christ as well as respond to 
the work that God is doing in us through Christ. Our response to the law 
shouldn’t be dismissal but delight; our response to temptation shouldn’t be fear 
but fight. We should immerse ourselves in God’s Word and see His law as an 
invitation that offers not restrictions and borders but true joy and a life of love. We 
should resist temptation by calling on the One who has been there and is now 
present with us. 
 

Family Devotion: 
 
Materials: cookies, index cards, markers 
 
Place a plate of cookies on the kitchen counter the day of your devotional. Inform 
your family not to touch the cookies. Display the cookies long enough so family 



members might be tempted. (You may want to count them before you put them in 
sight!) 
Review the Bible story emphasizing the three temptations Satan presented and 
Jesus’ response to each of them. 
 
Ask: “Why do you think Satan tried three times to tempt Jesus?” Remind your 
kids that Satan knew Jesus was the Son of God. If he could get Jesus to sin then 
Jesus could never be the perfect sacrifice God required to take away our sins. 
 
Read Jesus’ responses to each of the temptations from your Bible in Matthew 
4:4,7,10. Point out how Jesus always responded to Satan by quoting Scripture 
from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 
Guide your family to think of one thing each person is tempted to do or say. 
Locate a Scripture related to that temptation in your Bible’s concordance and 
print it on an index card. Encourage each kid to repeat it whenever he or she is 
tempted. (For preschoolers, guide them to learn a verse about temptation.) 
Enjoy the plate of cookies. If someone snuck a cookie before your devotional 
time, offer that person grace. 
 
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus to be the sinless, perfect sacrifice for sins. 
Ask God to help you in any area you are tempted. 

 


