
Volume 8 Adult/Kids Connections (SUM 2014) 
 
 

Unit 24, Session 6: Jesus Called Disciples  
Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9-13; Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-14; 3:13-19; Luke 5:27-32; 6:12-16 
 

Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus told His friends to tell people about Him. Jesus came to save 
people from their sin. This is very good news! Everyone in the world needs to 
hear about Jesus. 
Kids: Jesus taught His disciples to teach others about Him. The good news 
about Jesus is too great to not share with the entire world! Jesus came to save 
people from their sin. 
 

Adult Connection Point: The word religion can simply mean a way of 
practicing spirituality, and in this sense, it’s a good word. James used the word 
with a positive connotation (see Jas. 1:27). But more often, the word religion has 
a negative connotation. Here we will use it in reference to efforts to earn God’s 
approval. We do things religiously as an attempt to cleanse ourselves from sin 
and make ourselves acceptable to God—a task the gospel shows to be futile 
apart from Jesus. 

In this way, the scribes and Pharisees were professional religious people 
whose lives were devoted to teaching and obeying practices that made one clean 
or unclean, acceptable or unacceptable to God. So, on some level, it is 
appropriate to note that Jesus calls us to discipleship, not mere religion. In 
Matthew 15, Jesus offered a stunning critique of letter-only obedience to God’s 
law. The Pharisees, sensing Jesus’ popularity was a threat, had come to Galilee 
to scrutinize and oppose Him. But Jesus called out their disregard for God’s 
Word and exposed their deep hypocrisy, showing the connection between the 
heart and our behavior. 

The gospel is a vibrant alternative to finding hope in obedience and rule-
checking. It starts with the heart. Rather than trying to patch up the broken and 
empty things we carry around in our chests, Jesus chucks out the old heart and 
gives us something brand new (Ezek. 11:19). The new heart becomes a meeting 
place for us and God, a furnace of transformation where our minds are renewed 
(Rom. 12:2). Only the gospel changes the heart, and therefore, only the gospel 
can lead to lasting change in our lives. Only the gospel can produce in us the 
type of religion that James 1:27 commends. Then and only then can the good 
things that we do flow authentically from who we are. We should therefore share 
more with our friends than just telling them that we are members of the Christian 
religion or where we might attend church. We should call our friends to become 
disciples of Jesus by telling them about who Jesus is and what He has done. 
 

Family Devotion:  
 



Materials: paper, markers 
                                       
Lead your family on a prayerwalk around your neighborhood. After you arrive 
home, guide your family to think about neighbors who do not know Jesus and 
print their names on a piece of paper. Display the paper in a prominent place to 
remind yourselves to pray for those families during the weeks and months ahead. 
                             
Challenge your family to name the twelve disciples. Give clues if they are 
stumped. 
                 
Ask: “What was Jesus’ main purpose in calling His disciples?” Recall in the Bible 
story how Jesus wanted these men to follow Him. When they did, they would 
hear Jesus’ lessons about God’s love for them and how to share the good news 
with others. 
 
Remind your kids how Jesus sought out people who knew they were sin-sick and 
needed healing. This irritated the Pharisees because they did not think He should 
spend time with sinners. Jesus told them that the one who knows he is a sinner 
is the one who needs God most. This is the person with whom Jesus wanted the 
disciples to share the good news. 
 
Direct your family to practice telling another family member some things about 
Jesus. Switch partners and practice again. Encourage your family to share this 
good news with one person on your list this week. 
 
Pray, thanking God for sending His Son, Jesus, to heal you from our sin-sick 
selves. Ask God to give you courage to share the good news of Jesus with 
others. 


