
Volume 8 Adult/Kids Connections (SUM 2014)  
 
Unit 22, Session 2: Jerusalem's Walls Rebuilt  
Nehemiah 3:1–6:16 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Nehemiah helped God’s people fix the walls around their city. The 
walls protected the people from their enemies. Jesus protects us from our 
enemies. When we know and love Jesus, He keeps us safe and we will live with 
Him forever in heaven. 
Kids: Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect 
them from their enemies. Jesus came to protect us from our enemies. He died on 
the cross and rose from the dead to rescue people from sin and death. 
 

Adult Connection Point: Consider the Voices from the Church quote below. 
Just as the walls God’s people built protected them from their enemies on the 
outside, the First Commandment exists to protect us from the enemy on the 
inside: an idolatrous heart. If we do not worship God and Him alone, we will 
worship other things, and our sinful nature makes us prone to do this. Sin and 
disobedience can’t be fixed by changing behavior, however. We’ve got to go 
back to the attitude that leads to the action, the idolatrous heart that leads to the 
idolatrous action. Worshiping something or someone else other than God is what 
leads us into sin. Therefore, to truly escape the harmful effects of sinful behavior, 
we’ve got to go back to what we worship. And the First Commandment is all 
about God being first. It is only because of Jesus’ dying in our place for our 
worship of other gods that we can be forgiven. If we are to keep the First 
Commandment, we must return again and again to the vision of the one true 
God. The mountain of Sinai points forward to the mountain of Calvary, where 
Jesus showed the full extent of God’s love for the world. 
 
 
Voices from the Church: 
“It is only worship of God that can destroy your worship of yourself.” 
–Paul David Tripp, What Did You Expect?? (Wheaton: Crossway, 2010), 273. 
 
 

Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: pillows, seat cushions, paper 
Form two teams and direct each to build a fort using the pillows and cushions 
from your home. Give each team 5 to 10 pieces of paper to wad up as 
ammunition. Allow the teams to toss ammunition at the “enemy” for a specific 
amount of time. (Assign a preschooler with a parent.) 
Gather your family and review the Bible story. Ask: “What items in the city 
needed repair?” Remind your kids that in Bible times the walls and gates of a city 



were very important because they kept the enemy out. Nehemiah led the people 
to repair the gates and walls. 
 
Recall how Nehemiah did not let Sanballat and Tobiah discourage the people but 
instead he prayed. He took steps to place some men on guard while others 
worked. Because he trusted God, the walls and repairs were completed in 52 
days! 
 
Ask: “What was the response of the neighboring nations who heard the walls 
were completed so quickly?” Refer to Nehemiah 6:16 where it says God’s 
enemies were afraid and realized that only with God’s help could this have been 
accomplished. 
 
Connect the Bible story with the Christ Connection by reminding your kids that 
God used Nehemiah to lead the people so Jerusalem would be protected from its 
enemies. God sent Jesus to protect us from our enemies and rescue us from our 
sin. 
 
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus to rescue us from sin and death through 
His death and resurrection on the cross. 
 


