
Volume 8 Adult/Kids Connections (SUM 2014)  
 
Unit 22, Session 4: Malachi the Prophet  
Malachi 1–4 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Malachi was a messenger for God. He said another messenger was 
coming. That messenger was John the Baptist. John’s job was to get people 
ready for the last Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. He came to rescue 
people from sin. 
Kids: Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who told God's people to repent. 
Malachi also told about another messenger God would send. This messenger, 
John the Baptist, would call people to repent and get them ready for a final 
Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of salvation. 
 

Adult Connection Point: God sent John the Baptist to prepare people for 
Jesus. In preparing the way for Jesus, John spoke rightly and truly about God 
and about Jesus. During his ministry, John was faithful to the Third 
Commandment. In the Third Commandment, God forbids us to take His name in 
vain and ensures that all who violate this command will be punished. God’s name 
is worthy of all honor. Breaking this Commandment brings punishment because 
of the weightiness of God’s glory. The good news is that Jesus Christ—the One 
whom John the Baptist prepared people to meet—has perfectly hallowed God’s 
name, and through His work, we are forgiven and empowered to spread the fame 
of God’s name to a lost world. 
 

Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: paper, envelopes, pencil 
Before your family devotion, write a short note to each of your kids. If you have a 
preschooler, draw a picture and add a few words. Write words of encouragement 
for each child then slip the note into an envelope and deliver it to each room. 
Direct your kids to bring the notes to your devotional time. 
                  
Review the Bible story then recall some reasons why Judah was not receiving 
the blessings of God. Remind your children that even though the Israelites were 
back in Jerusalem, they still were not obeying God! 
 
Ask: “What were some things the Jewish people were not doing?” Recall how the 
people had become lazy in their worship. They held back their offerings. The 
priests offered unacceptable sacrifices. Neither the people nor the priests obeyed 
God completely. 
 
Direct each child to read the message received from you or your spouse. Remind 
your kids that in Bible times God often spoke through prophets to relay a 
message. 



Read Malachi 4:5. Ask: “Who is the messenger God spoke of in this verse?” 
Summarize the Christ Connection by pointing out that John the Baptist was the 
messenger pointing people to Jesus. Jesus is the final messenger sharing the 
good news of salvation available only through Him. 
Pray, thanking God for keeping His promise to send the Messenger, Jesus, to 
share the good news of salvation through His death and resurrection from the 
cross.  
 


