
Volume 8 Adult/Kids Connections (SUM 2014) 
 
 

Unit 23, Session 4: John Was Born  
Luke 1:57-80 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Long ago, God’s prophets said, “One day Jesus will come.” Finally 
a prophet named John said, “Jesus is almost here!” John the Baptist told people 
to get ready for Jesus. He said Jesus was coming to be King over the whole 
world. 
Kids: A long time before Jesus was born, prophets said that Jesus would come. 
The prophets also said another man would come first to say, "Jesus is almost 
here!" John the Baptist told people to turn away from their sins because Jesus 
was coming to be King over the whole world. 
 

Adult Connection Point: In the Sixth Commandment, God forbids murder and 
thereby emphasizes the value of human life. Because we are made in the image 
of God, murder is a sin. Nonetheless, murder—like other sins—can be forgiven 
because Jesus paid the penalty for sin on the cross. John the Baptist was known 
to preach about repentance and forgiveness (see Luke 3:2-3), preparing the 
world to recognize Jesus the Messiah as the Lamb who takes away the sin of the 
world (John 1:29). John’s father, Zechariah, predicted that John as a prophet 
would “give [God’s] people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of 
their sins” (Luke 1:77, HCSB). Murder, as evil and destructive as it is, is not listed 
as an exception to God’s forgiveness. Even those who are guilty of selfishly and 
unjustly killing another human being made in God’s image can receive 
forgiveness because of Jesus. When Jesus was on the cross, He asked His 
Father to forgive those involved with His murder and crucifixion (Luke 23:34). 

What is more, we all need to be forgiven of the sin that underlies and 
leads to murder, namely angry and hateful thinking about others. Jesus showed 
how the sin of murder begins with anger in the human heart and is often 
expressed in our words about other people. Hence, we also need to understand 
that we are held accountable for our words (see Matt. 5:21-22). Through the 
gospel, love overcomes hate, and we are set free to love our brothers and sisters 
with our thoughts, words, and actions in the way God originally intended. Praise 
God that Jesus died for not only murderous actions but murderous thoughts, or 
else none of us could be forgiven. 
 

Family Devotion:  
 
Play a name game. Direct each person to come up with a silly name for each 
member of the family starting with the same letter as the first name—for 
example, Silly Sally or Hungry Hannah. Allow each family member to share the 
names with the family. 
                 



Review the Bible story for your children. Remind your kids that until John’s birth, 
Zechariah could not speak because he did not believe the angel who said John 
would be born. Once the baby was born, Zechariah acknowledged the baby’s 
name as John. Right then, his tongue was set free and he could speak again. 
Ask: “What were some of the things Zechariah said about Jesus when he started 
praising God? What were some of the things he said about John?” Zechariah 
called Jesus the Savior who would save us from our enemies. He said John 
would be a prophet to Jesus. He would go before Him to prepare the people for 
Jesus’ coming and tell the people how they could receive forgiveness for their 
sins. 
 
Choose a song from the curriculum and praise God together as a family. 
Pray, thanking God for keeping His promise to send His prophet John and our 
Savior, Jesus, just as He said He would. 
 


