
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 2 
 
Introduction: Engage their thinking by using “Think-Pair-Share” 
technique. 
 
Show your group members the video clip “i-dolatry.” This clip is available on 
GodTube at http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=JE9MFFNU. The author of this 
short video clip (1 minute and 39 seconds in length) states the following: “Idols 
come in many forms, but they all serve the same purpose—to try to fill the hole in 
our lives that only the infinite God can fill.” 
 
Think-Pair-Share:  As your group members watch the video, ask them to try and 
pick out common idols that we deal with in our society. “Think for 30 seconds 
about these idols…Now I want you to discuss this in pairs with a person on your 
left or right who is not your spouse…” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on three or 
four pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Part 1: Engage their thinking by connecting the Old Testament with 
the New Testament.  
 
Christ’s atonement is the ground and means of redemption, or to put it another 
way, redemption is the result of atonement. The goal of this exercise is to help your 
group members relate God’s love for them by His provision of redemption for 
sinners. 
 
Using the focal passages of Romans 5:6-8 and Galatians 3:13, ask your group 
members to compare God’s love and provision for Israel (found in the key passage 
for Part 1, Deuteronomy 5:1-6) with His love for the church. Have them share 
insights. Ensure they understand the link between God’s love for us and His 
sacrifice on the cross for our redemption. Emphasize that redemption always 
demands sufficient payment. Ask, “What does God ask from those for whom He 
has purchased redemption?” “Is it reasonable for Him to ask this?” Discuss. Their 
answers should involve the concept of diligent obedience (Deut. 5:1). 
 
 
 



Part 2: Engage their thinking by connecting with their prior 
experiences. 
 
Hand your students a card that reads as follows: 
 

Think back to when you were a child. Did your parents ever tell you to do 
something and you said that you would but then failed to obey? Did you 
ever have to be corrected by your parents for not doing what you were told?  
What kind of excuses did you give them? Why? 
 

Ask a few of your students to share their answers. Then say the following:  “After 
God restates the Ten Commandments in Deuteronomy 5:6-21, He reminds Moses 
that the people had promised 40 years earlier that they would obey, but they did 
not.” Read Deuteronomy 5:29 noting God’s desire for a heart change in His 
people. Ask your group members to relate this statement to their failure to obey 
their parents when they were younger. The goal is for them to see that mere 
outward conformity never leads to true obedience. It’s only when the heart is 
changed that this can happen. 
 
 
Part 3: Illustration. 
 
When we think of the extreme suffering that Jesus endured to purchase our 
freedom from sin's penalty, our hearts should overflow with love for Him and 
should help us shun lesser gods. In an article titled “Marred Hands Settled the 
Issue,” Leslie B. Flynn illustrates the price that Christ paid for our redemption: 

“An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. 
The grandmother, trying to get upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. 
The boy's cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron 
drainpipe and came back down with the boy hanging tightly from his neck.  

“Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive 
custody of the child. A farmer, a teacher, and the town's wealthiest citizen all gave 
the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as they 
talked, the lad's eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the 
front and slowly took his hands from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. 
As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the man who had 
saved his life. His hands had been burned when he climbed the hot pipe. With a 



leap the boy threw his arms around the man's neck and held on for dear life. The 
other men silently walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those 
marred hands had settled the issue.  

“Many voices are calling for our attention. Among them is the One whose nail-
pierced hands remind us that He has rescued us from sin and its deadly 
consequences. To Him belongs our love and devotion.” [Leslie B. Flynn, “Marred 
Hands Settled the Issue,” Our Daily Bread [online], December 26 [cited 14 May 
2014]. Available from the Internet: http://www.sermonsearch.com/sermon-
illustrations/5329/marred-hands-settled-the-issue/.] 

 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Students need to know more than just what a text says and means; they need to 
know how to apply it in their lives. The goal of our instruction should not primarily 
be to cover the lesson (i.e., information), but to change lives (i.e., transformation).  
It is the teacher’s responsibility to help the student. Prayerfully look at 2 Timothy 
3:16-17 and Colossians 1:28-29 and ask God to help you to balance your giving of 
information with your guiding toward application. 


