
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 3 
 
Introduction: Engage their thinking by connecting with their prior 
experiences. 
 
Hand your students a card that reads: 
 

Have you ever purchased a new car? What did you like about it? Did it have 
features that your previous car didn’t have? How did driving it make you 
feel? How often did you wash it in the first month of ownership? How often 
do you wash it now? After it got its first scratch, what was your reaction? 
 

Ask your group members about these questions. See if they note that the longer 
they owned it, the less appeal it had. Also, see if they notice that they had a 
tendency to give the new car undue attention that they no longer give. Ask them 
what this says about their perception of the car. What is their current perception? 
 
 
Part 1: Engage their thinking by using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
Show your group members the video clip “The Secret Idol Worship” This clip is 
available on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXtLDNo7o_c.      
 
Think-Pair-Share:  As your group members watch the video, ask them to relate 
idols of the past with current idols in our society. “Think for 30 seconds about 
these idols…What are some idols you deal with? Now I want you to discuss this in 
pairs with a person on your left or right who is not your spouse…” (Pause for 60 
seconds.) Call on three or four pairs to share one idea. 
 
Part 2: Help your group members connect with the major theme.  
 
Turn to the “Further Commentary” section in the leader guide (p. 38). In the 
article, John Stott notes, “In brief, all idolatry tries to minimize the gulf between 
the Creator and his creatures, in order to bring him under our control.” Note that 
John Stott gives four expressions of idolatry: to localize God, to domesticate God, 
to alienate God, and to dethrone God. Using this article, make a card for each of 
these four expressions copying Stott’s text. Break your class into four groups and 



ask them to spend 5 minutes reading this card and preparing examples of the 
expression on their card. Have each group share their answers. 
 
 
Part 3: Illustration. 
 
Show your group members the video clip “Pray For Rain.” This clip is available on 
WingClips at http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/faith-like-potatoes/pray-for-
rain. The clip is 3 minutes and 30 seconds in length. 
 
After your group members have seen the video, ask them to contrast Angus’ 
behavior with Simeon’s—specifically each man’s desire to pray for rain and how 
this was affected by his respective belief. What were indicators of how each man 
thought?  
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application.  
 
We often have a tendency to minimize the presence and impact of idolatry in our 
lives, usually by learning to compartmentalize it in such a way that it is safely 
disconnected from our lives. It’s a problem that affects other people who 
participate in ungodly behaviors such as sexual promiscuity, pornography, drug 
use, or the occult. Sadly, we mistakenly relegate idolatry only to those who are 
involved in grotesque outward expressions of clear evil. We take great comfort in 
embracing the false understanding that idols are always these kinds of “bad” things 
and essentially someone else’s issue. 
 
The Bible, however, speaks very differently when it addresses idolatry.  Have your 
group members read Ezekiel 14:3, “Son of man, these men have set up idols in 
their hearts and have put sinful stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I be 
consulted by them at all?” Ask the following questions: “To whom is the author 
speaking?” “Why did these religious leaders set up idols in their hearts?” “Do we 
have the same problem today?” “Explain.”  
 
Have them interact with this statement: “Idolatry is not just failing to obey God, 
but it is setting our hearts on something other than God.” 
 
 
 



Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
The imagination is crucial when communicating with students. Too many times 
our lessons are packed with Bible facts that students can regurgitate but never seem 
to be able to apply in their lives. “While the responsibility for their disobedience is 
totally their own, the responsibility for making the proclamation of God’s truth 
exciting and personal rests with those of us who preach. The ‘hearers of the Word’ 
can’t easily become ‘doers’ if their ‘hearing’ doesn’t become ‘seeing’” [Warren W. 
Wiersbe, Preaching and Teaching with Imagination: The Quest for Biblical 
Ministry (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994), 61.]. Seek to engage your students’ 
“seeing” through the use of stories and metaphors that stimulate their heads and 
hearts. 


