
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 6 
 
Introduction: Engage the group by connecting with prior 
experiences.  
 
As your students come into the class, give each of them a 4-by-6-inch card. On one 
side of the card, have each of them write down TV shows that exemplify the 
biblical concept of honoring your parents (i.e., Father Knows Best, The Andy 
Griffith Show, The Cosby Show).  On the other side, ask them to record shows that 
diminish the honoring of parents (i.e., All in the Family, Married with Children, 
Modern Family).   
 
When class starts, ask them the following question: “Why did you choose these 
particular shows for your examples?” This discussion should begin to help them 
prepare for the subject of honoring their parents by assisting them in recalling the 
characteristics that are necessary for honoring/dishonoring them.   
 
 
Part 1: Check for understanding. 
 
Show your group members the video clip “Honor Your Father” from the movie 
Facing the Giants. This clip (one minute, 38 seconds) is available on 
Wingclips.com at http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/facing-the-giants/honor-
your-father. 
 
Think-Pair-Share:   As your group members watch the video, ask them to 
identify the main point (respecting your parents): “Think for two seconds about 
Coach Taylor’s statement to Matt, “Matt, you can’t judge your father by his actions 
and judge yourself by your intentions. You are not responsible for him; you are 
responsible for you. You honor God by honoring your authority.” Now tell the 
class members to discuss this clip in pairs with a person seated to the left or right 
who is not their spouse. (Pause for two minutes.) Call on 3-4 pairs to share their 
thoughts on the video 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2: Engage through a moment of conviction. 
 
Ask your group members to consider the following question, “Are you bringing 
joy to your parents?” If so, tell them to contact their parents this week to thank 
them loving them enough to discipline, teach, and provide for them. If they are not 
bringing joy to their parents, ask them to repent and make it right with God and 
their parents. Encourage them to contact their parents this week and apologize. Be 
willing to share a personal illustration, either positive or negative, with the group.  
Being vulnerable yourself will create a culture of trust and openness for others to 
share.  
 
 
Part 3: Help your group members reflect on Christ’s honoring of His 
mother.  
 

Have your group members read John 19:25-27.  Set the scene: “At the cross, there 
were three different groups. There was the mob that blindly followed religious 
leaders  who wanted Jesus dead because they hated Him. There was also a group 
of five: one man (John) and four women (Mary, Christ’s mother; Mary 
Magdalene; Mary’s sister; and Mary the wife of Cleopas). Ask, “How do you think 
Mary felt watching her son die?” 

Jesus is about to die. He scans the crowd and sees His mother and realizes that she 
is about to be left alone. Most scholars think Joseph is already dead and Jesus’ 
brothers and sisters had not yet believed on Him. Therefore, He was not going to 
commit her to their care (John 7:5). So, Jesus commits her to John’s care. Jesus is 
more concerned about others than Himself. He honored His mother and His Word 
(Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16; Eph. 6:2).   

Ask, “Why did Jesus honor His mother? How does Jesus’ example apply to us?”  
They should have answers that focus on His selfless love and obedience to the 
commands of God. They should also note that because of Christ’s example, we 
should honor and take care of our parents as well. 

 
 



Conclusion: Challenge for application.  
 
Do we honor God? He is our Father. Ask, “Can we honor God and not honor our 
parents?” The answer is no. Ask, “Can we honor God and not teach our children to 
honor God and their parents?” The answer is also no. Challenge your group 
members to write their parents a letter—whether their parents are living or not—
and express their thankfulness to them. You could also have your group members 
write a letter to God thanking Him for His faithfulness and example as a parent.   
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Anytime you try something new, like active learning techniques, there is a danger 
in focusing so much on the activity for its own sake that your group members miss 
the main point of the lesson and fail to reflect on what they are learning. The main 
value in active learning comes from thinking about the activities after they are 
completed and openly discussing their meaning with others. Ensure that your 
lessons use active learning techniques that include suggestions that help students 
reflect on what they have just experienced. If the group cannot link the activity to a 
point of learning emphasis, then the activity did not accomplish its intended goal. 
 
 


