
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 9 
 
Introduction: Engage the group through prior experience. 
 
Ask your group members if they have ever had anything stolen. Have them share 
how it made them feel (angry, violated, etc.). Then have them relate a time when 
they took something that didn’t belong to them. Ask, “Did you think about how the 
victim felt? Why or why not?” 
 
 
Part 1: Engage using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
Show your group members the video clip “Finding Money.” This clip (three 
minutes, six seconds) is available on Wing Clips at 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/a-simple-plan/finding-money. 
 
Think-Pair-Share:   As your group members watch the video, ask them to pick 
two statements that stand out to them. 
 
“Think for 30 seconds on the two statements… Why did you choose them? 
Discuss these in pairs with a person on your left or right who is not your 
spouse…” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Part 2: Check for understanding. 
 
Jesus, when summing up the entirety of God’s law, said, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Mark 12:31). Stealing is the exact opposite of love. Instead of giving to 
others, we take from them that which is not ours. Taking advantage of others 
indicates a lack of love for them. So, we know that not stealing, as with all of the 
Ten Commandments, is about “loving one another” (John 13:34-35). In light of 
these truths, break your group members into groups of 3-4. Ask them to list 
specific ways in which stealing shows a lack of love for God and for others. Give 
them five minutes to do this and then solicit input from each group for the class. 
 
 
 



 
 
Part 3: Help your group members connect with the lesson from an 
illustration.  
 
Read the following to your group members: 
 
“In 1947 a prison inmate by the name of Willard Wright consented to an 
experimental operation involving the cutting of nerve pathways in the forebrain. It 
was an attempt to discover a cure for his urge to steal…He behaved so well that he 
was paroled after two-and-a-half years. He secured a job, got married, and gave 
every evidence of going straight. Five years later, in Pittsburgh, Wright was 
identified as the man who had passed some stolen goods. Police found thousands 
of dollars’ worth stored in his home.  Back in prison, Wright simply said, ‘With 
me, it just didn’t work.’ 
 
“Dr. Edward E. Mayer, Allegheny County court behavior expert, said that in his 
opinion there never was any reason to believe it would work, because a lobotomy 
reduces self-control. When detectives asked Wright why he had gone back to 
crime, he shrugged and said, ‘You fellows know the questions, so you ought to 
know the answers.’ In commenting on this story, Time magazine said, ‘The truth 
was that neither the detective nor the neurosurgeons were any nearer to knowing 
what makes an incurable thief, let alone how to cure one.’  The Bible has the 
answers to both problems.” (P. L. Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, 1350). 
 
Ask your group members, “Why do you think the authorities thought this 
procedure would work? What makes a man a thief? What is the cure?” 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge through a moment of conviction.  
 
Have your class read Ephesians 4:28 aloud.   
 
Ask your group members to examine their lives with respect to the concept of 
stealing/stewardship. When we steal, we not only are taking something that 
belongs to another person, we are basically telling God that His provision isn’t 
sufficient; we will take what we want! This is a form of idolatry. Have your 
students spend a couple of minutes in prayer asking God to show them areas of 



their lives where they are stealing. Ask them to repent of this sin and to refocus 
their lives on God and not themselves. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
It only makes sense! The more senses that are engaged in learning, the better the 
lesson is retained. We learn 15 percent of what we hear, 35 percent of what we 
read, 50 percent of what we see, and 90 percent of what we do (Barbara Bruce, 7 
Ways of Teaching the Bible to Adults, 61). Therefore, be creative in your 
presentation. Use words (hearing), handouts and writing (reading), visuals (seeing), 
and hands-on activities (doing) to enhance your lesson. Not only will your students 
retain more of the lesson, they will enjoy themselves in the process. 
 


