
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 11 
 
Introduction: Engage the group by connecting with a definition. 
 
Divide your class into two groups. Assign the first group the word “covet” and the 
second group the word “content.” Have them spend three minutes defining the 
word. At the end of the three minutes, have a representative from each group give 
his or her group’s definition. Write the definitions on the board and refer to them 
throughout the lesson. 
 
Part 1: Check for understanding using “Think-Pair-Share.” 
 
Play the movie clip “Desire to Acquire” from GodTube (3 minutes and 12 
seconds). It can be found at http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=67Z7NNNX. 
 
Think-Pair-Share:  After your group members watch the video, have them 
briefly describe what motivated these two ladies’ actions.   
 
“Think for 30 seconds about this…Now I want you to discuss these ideas in pairs 
with a person on your left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds). 
Call on three or four pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Part 2:  Try to give your group members an eternal perspective. 
 
There is a popular story told at funerals. A rich man dies and one of his relatives 
asked the preacher, “How much did he leave?” The preacher replied, “All of it!”  
 
Read Hebrews 13:5-6 aloud. “When we are content, what is our view of God’s 
provision?”    
 
Read Colossians 3:5 aloud. “To what does God compare covetousness? Explain.” 
 
 
Part 3: Engage your group members for understanding.   
 



In his excellent article, “How To Find Contentment in a Discontented World” 
(available at http://livingontheedge.org/read-blog/blog/2013/06/27/how-to-find-
contentment-in-a-discontented-world), Chip Ingram lists three ways a Christian 
can practically apply the gospel to gain victory over covetousness and learn 
contentment. Write each of these on a separate three-by-five-inch card and divide 
your class into three groups. Hand each group a card and give them five minutes to 
discuss the card and to include the Scripture reference. When they are done, have a 
representative from each group share his or her group’s insights with the class. 
  
The three points are listed below: 
  

• Stop comparing yourself to others.  "We do not dare to classify 
or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves"  (2 
Cor. 10:12).  Don’t compare your house, body, spouse, etc., with what 
others have. When we do this we are without understanding. Instead of 
judging others’ motives or expectations, why don’t we instead just admire 
them?  
 

• Rejoice and give thanks in what you do have. “Give thanks in 
all  circumstances; for this is God’s will  for you in Christ 
Jesus” (1 Thess. 5:18).  Instead of focusing on your circumstances or 
what you don’t have, think about what you do have—and thank God for it! 
Until God gives you something different, it’s His will for us to thank Him 
for the things we have today. 
 

• Share what you have to help others.  "Give and it  will  be given 
to you" (Luke 6:38). Don’t put your hope in wealth, which is uncertain. 
Put your hope in God because He richly provides things for you to enjoy. Do 
good with what God has given you and be willing to share it. And start 
doing it in the little things. Share your time, your money, and your stuff.1 

 
 
 Conclusion: Challenge your group members to live the lesson. 
 
Give a copy of the following Greg Laurie article, “What Does it Mean to Covet?” 
(available at http://blog.greglaurie.com/?p=3187), to your class to take home and 
read. Ask them to identify at least two things/people in their lives that/whom they 



covet. Ask them to confess this to God, forsake the sin, and memorize Hebrews 
13:5. 

“What Does It Mean to Covet?” 

People love top ten lists. The top 10 songs of all time. The worst songs of all time. 

Well, God has a top 10 list too. And one of the most often overlooked 
commandments in Gods top 10 is “You shall not covet” (Ex. 20:17). 

Let’s not misunderstand. You can admire your friend’s car, and even buy one just 
like it, but that is not coveting. Perhaps it’s copying, but it is not coveting. 

Now if you were to go over and take it, that would be coveting. You look at it, 
admire it and your will desires it. The body moves over to possess it, and you step 
into the driver’s seat, turn on the key to start the engine, and you are off! 

That is coveting, which has led to action! Actually, that would also be grand theft 
auto! 

Coveting is underestimated. 

It is not wrong to desire a wife, but to desire another man’s wife is coveting. 

Coveting is a powerful and underestimated sin. It can cripple you spiritually and 
ultimately destroy you. It must not be underestimated or left unchecked. 

Think of some of the people in the Bible who threw it all away, because of greed 
and covetousness. 

• Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, coveted and lost everything. 
• Adam and Eve just had to have that forbidden fruit. 
• For 30 pieces of silver, Judas betrayed Jesus. 

The Bible gives this clear warning about the powerful sin of coveting: “For the 
love of money is the root of all evil: which while some have coveted after they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (1 
Tim. 6:10 KJV). 



This verse is often misquoted as “Money is the root of all evil,” but that is not what 
the Bible says. It says “The love of money is the root of all evil: which while some 
have coveted after they have erred from the faith…” 

We might think that this is only the sin of the wealthy, but that is not necessarily 
the case. This is a description of a person who is obsessed with money and 
possessions, and will pay any price to get what they want. They will even sacrifice 
their spiritual life in the process. 

Be content instead of coveting 

It is not a sin to want to be successful in business and make a good living, but 
when you become obsessed with those things, it can become coveting. When they 
become the most important thing in your life, and you will do whatever it takes to 
get it, coveting has become idolatry, something that Colossians 3:5 warns us about. 

So, let’s all seek to be satisfied with what the Lord has given to each of us. You 
may not get everything in life you had hoped for materially. You may not even get 
much at all. 

But if you are a Christian, you have Jesus, and Jesus has you. As the old song says, 
“I’ve got Jesus, and that’s enough!” 

Scripture reminds us, “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with 
such things as you have. For He Himself has said, I will never leave you nor 
forsake you” (Heb. 13:5). 

 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
“Experience does not necessarily make you better; in fact it tends to make you 
worse, unless it is evaluated experience. The good teacher’s greatest threat is 
satisfaction-the failure to keep asking, ‘How can I improve?’ ” [Howard 
Hendricks, Teaching to Change Lives (Colorado Spring, Multnomah, 1987), 33]. 
The longer one teaches, the more likely they are to think that they don’t need 
improvement. We should always be striving to improve our teaching. One way is 
to have someone we trust give us constructive feedback. If we are willing to listen, 
we can become more effective teachers and, ultimately, our students will learn 
better. “If you stop growing today, you stop teaching tomorrow” (Hendricks, 17). 


