
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 13 
 
Introduction: Engage the group by connecting with previous 
experiences. 
 
Ask, “How many of you played a part in a play or drama?” “What is required to 
‘get into character?” Have your students list a few items. The group members will 
probably mention learning various lines, costumes, trying to understand the 
character’s perspective, etc. Then ask, “Have you ever known someone who 
pretended to be someone they are not?” “How did he or she make you feel?” 
 
 
Part 1: Help your group members connect with the major theme.  
 
Write the following quote on the board: 
 
“Does it make sense to pray for guidance about the future if we are not obeying in 
the thing that lies before us today? How many momentous events in Scripture 
depended on one person's seemingly small act of obedience! Rest assured: Do what 
God tells you to do now, and, depend upon it, you will be shown what to do next” 
[Excerpt from Elizabeth Elliot, Quest for Love: True Stories of Passion and Purity 
(Grand Rapids: Revell, 2002), 145.]. 
 

Many Christians want God to lead them when they knowingly disobey His Word 
and will. They often try to hide this through religious deeds done without a heart 
for God. Ask your students to comment on Elliot’s quote and give examples of 
religious hypocrisy as a cloak for disobedience. 
 
 
Part 2:  Check for understanding. 
 
A lot of people who used to come to church no longer do. Ask your class, “Was 
there ever a time in your life where you became disillusioned about God and the 
church?” “Why?” Inevitably, someone will mention hypocrisy, either from their 
parents or church members. The word hypocrisy is derived from two words 
meaning “the act of playing a part on the stage” (“Hypocrisy” from Merriam-
Webster Dictionary; available at http://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/hypocrisy). 



 
As Christians, we often hide behind a mask (or play a part) that hides our 
disobedience. Ask your group members to identify areas of life where they have 
done this. 
 
 
Part 3: Engage your group members using “Think-Pair-Share” 
technique.   
 
Show your group members the video clip “Making Time For God” (4 minutes and 
34 seconds). This clip is available on Blimey Cow at 
http://blimeycowbeta.com/videos/making-time-for-god/. 
 
Think-Pair-Share:   As your group members watch the video, ask them to pick 
two statements that stand out to them. 
 
“Think for 30 seconds on the two statements…Why did you choose them? 
Discuss these in pairs with a person on your left or right who is not your 
spouse…” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on three or four pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge your group members to live the lesson. 
 
Say, “Examine your heart in light of the lesson. Do you do religious deeds as a 
cloak for your disobedience? Do you focus on external deeds (especially in others), 
while ignoring internal motives? Does your behavior stem from your love of God 
and His Word or is it merely a show?” Have your group members spend a couple 
of minutes in prayer with God praying over Psalm 139:23-24.    
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
I have a tendency to be much more interested in my words than listening to my 
students. This is probably true of most of us. This is one reason why asking 
questions is one of the best ways to teach.  It’s pretty hard not to listen if you are 
the one who is speaking. If we can get our students to ask/answer questions, we 
know that they are engaged with the lesson.   
 



When we use questions, we are able to engage the whole group in the lesson. Try 
to allow every group member to say something weekly.  You also aid in 
developing relationships as each member of your Sunday school class begins to 
learn about the others. Otherwise, we could just put on a DVD and let it teach! 
Questions are also helpful in letting us know what students know or don’t know.  
You can shift the direction of your class as you listen to the responses of the 
students and seek to clarify what they understand.  This week, try a question or 
two; you will be glad you did! 


