
 
Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use 
them all or just allow the statement to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, 
but simply having a conversation. 
 
1. Opening Statement 
Begin your conversation by asking about this statement: 
 
When it comes to obeying the law, remember that religion can mask 
disobedience, religion focuses outward, and religion doesn’t understand the 
heart.  
 
This statement is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one 
statement that ties the whole study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope 
is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your 
own that you learned during your study of the same lesson. Ask what thoughts were surprising as the study 
was taught. 
 
2. Thought From the Study 
  
God asks for obedience out of love, out of an understanding that obedience means living the way He intended 
when He made the world. For Jesus, the only acceptable obedience is a matter of the heart. It’s a matter of 
being oriented to the world in such a way that we see that His way is truly the best way. And the only way to 
accomplish that is for Jesus to give us brand new hearts. Then, and then alone, what flows out of us will be 
the goodness, the hope, and the love of neighbor that the world needs and God desires.  
 
How does the gospel address the importance of the heart? 
 
3. Quote for Discussion 
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus? 
 
“Well-intentioned Christ followers like you and me can unintentionally sabotage the work of the Lord we 
claim to serve when we become so focused on what we see as the agenda of God that we lose touch with the 
heart of God.” –Larry Osborne 
 
4. Conversation Questions 
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life:  
 1. Why is it important for our family to understand the difference between religious behavior and heart 
change? 
 2. How can understanding that His gospel is the only remedy for our broken hearts strengthen our family 
relationship? 
 3. How is Jesus the solution to our sinful hearts? How does knowing He is our solution bring you into a 
closer relationship with God?  
 4. How does living on mission for God look different when we serve out of love instead of obligation? 


