
Unit 25, Session 1: Jesus Met Nicodemus  
John 3:1-21 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus taught Nicodemus about God’s kingdom. God loves the world, 
and He sent Jesus to earth to rescue people from sin. Jesus said that people who 
believe in Him will be with God forever. 
Kids: Without Jesus, we are spiritually dead. Sin separates us from God. When 
people believe in Christ and are "born again," they receive new life and become 
God's children. Jesus offers new life to those who trust in Him for salvation. 
Adult Connection Point:  God is the most beautiful, the most righteous, the most 
everything good and pure. He created the heavens in all their complexity, visible and 
invisible, so that they would praise Him (Ps. 148). This began with the angels, who 
praised Him as He created and filled the earth (see Job 38:5-7). But He also created 
the earth, including humanity, so that His praise will resound eternally (see Ps. 19:1; 
Isa. 43:6b-7; Rev. 4:11). 

God created the heavens and all that is in them to display His glory and 
dominion through His kingdom. Humanity sinned against God, rebelling from His 
kingdom and seeking to build a kingdom of our own. The new birth, being “born 
again,” enables us to live again in God’s kingdom under His loving rule as He 
intended for humanity. That’s why Jesus taught Nicodemus that sinful man must be 
born again in order to see and enter the kingdom of God (see John 3:3-8). Through 
the new birth we are made alive to see creation differently, namely as the theater of 
God’s glory and as the realm in which His kingdom is to exist. Because Jesus’ 
followers have been made alive to this reality, we are driven by the vision of God’s 
power and love on display in the creation of the universe. What a privilege it is to 
praise the One who made us for His glory. Our mission is to spread the fame of His 
name. 

 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: flashlight, paper, pencil, small football (or wad of paper) 
Before your family time, print John 3:16 on a piece of paper and locate a small 
football. For your devotional turn off the lights and use a flashlight to tell the story. 
Ask: “What did Nicodemus have trouble understanding?” 
Remark to your kids that Nicodemus did not understand Jesus’ statement; “You 
must be born again.” His answer was a radical concept and required each person to 
make a decision to follow Jesus. Just as you could not be born without a mother and 
dad, you cannot be born again on your own. You are born again only after trusting in 
Jesus for your salvation. 
 
Encourage your children to ask questions. Remind them that Nicodemus asked 
Jesus questions when he did not understand what it meant to be born again. 
Emphasize that when one is born again he receives new life and becomes one of 
God’s children. 
 
Ask: “What well-known verse did you hear in these Bible passages?” Recite John 
3:16 to your kids then practice it several times as a family. 



During the week shout, “John 3:16” then throw the football (or wad of paper) to a 
family member. The individual should recite John 3:16. Keep practicing this verse 
each day until everyone in the family has it memorized. 
 
Pray, asking God to help each of your family members to be born again. Pray 
specifically for those family members who are not saved. 
 


