
Unit 27, Session 1: The Sermon on the Mount  
Matthew 5–7 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: The religious leaders looked like good people, but Jesus knew what 
they were thinking. They were not doing good things for the right reasons. Jesus 
taught about doing right things for the right reasons. God changes people who know 
and love Jesus so they want to honor Him and do what is right. 
Kids: The scribes and Pharisees looked righteous on the outside, but Jesus taught 
His disciples about a righteousness that comes from the inside. People who know 
and love Jesus have changed hearts that want to honor Jesus. 
Adult Connection Point: We see a stark difference between the religiosity of the 
Jewish leaders of the first century and the emboldened witness of the early disciples. 
One group did things for the sake of outward appearance while the other group did 
things for the sake of Jesus. Notice in Acts 4:13 how God’s people were recognized 
by their proximity and connection to Jesus. The religious leaders took note that “they 
had been with Jesus.” What a significant thing to say about someone whose life is 
surrendered to Jesus! Our allegiance to Jesus is not only declared but also 
displayed. Kingdom people don’t just say they have a King; they claim to actually 
know the King. 

In Acts 4:18-22, the religious leaders threatened Peter and John, telling them 
not to preach the message of the resurrection any longer. Peter and John replied 
that they could not help but speak of that which they had seen and heard. They 
disregarded the threat not because they were revolutionary mavericks but because 
they were resurrected men. Their ultimate allegiance was to Jesus. They couldn’t 
help speaking of the kingdom of God because it had invaded every area of their 
lives. The religious leaders behaved the way they did because of their peers 
whereas the early disciples behaved as they did despite what their “peers” told them 
to do. What we have on display is the vast difference between the external religiosity 
of the Jewish leaders and the gospel-empowered devotion of the apostles. 

Whose we are is more significant than who we are. Whose we are defines 
our identity. Whose we are shapes our priorities. Whose we are determines our 
activity. Whose we are strengthens our security. Whose we are transforms 
intimidation and threats into initiative and mission. We are emboldened because of 
Whose we are. 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: newspaper or magazines, scissors, paper, marker 
Instruct your family to cut out pictures of individuals with distinct facial features. 
Prompt your kids to guess the kind of person he or she is according to the face. 
               
Retell the Bible story. With your kids help, list as many life lessons Jesus taught on 
the paper. 
 
Ask: “What did Jesus say about the scribes and Pharisees and how they live?” 
                       
Remark that the scribes and Pharisees were only worried about what others thought 
so they appeared righteous on the outside. The kind of righteousness Jesus offered 



or taught could not be produced on the outside unless the person was following 
Jesus. Loving your enemies or forgiving others is impossible to do on your own, but 
when you follow Jesus you will be given the courage and strength to do these things. 
 
Ask: “Of all the different lessons on the list which do you find hardest to do?” Take 
time to talk through these lessons and during your prayer ask God for help in 
whatever issues come up. 
 
Remind your kids that it is not how we look on the outside or what we do for others 
to see that is important to God. Rather, when you follow Jesus, He will change your 
heart so you do what He asks you to do. 
 
Pray, thanking God for changing your heart so you can follow His teachings. Ask for 
help in any areas of your kids’ lives where they struggle. 
 
 


