
Unit 27, Session 3: Three Parables  
Luke 15 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus told stories about people who were looking for things that were 
lost. Jesus told these stories to teach about Himself. Jesus looks for people who are 
lost, people who do not know Him. Jesus gave His life to save people from sin. 
Kids: A shepherd was seeking his sheep, a woman was seeking her coin, and a 
father was seeking his prodigal son. Jesus told these parables to teach about 
Himself. As Savior, Jesus seeks sinners. He paid the ultimate price—His own life—
to save people from sin. 
Adult Connection Point:  Jesus Christ will return as conquering King to make 
everything right. In the final book of the Bible, we catch a glimpse of the future when 
King Jesus returns to the earth to judge the living and the dead. As all of heaven 
celebrates Jesus and His work, His people—the bride—are welcomed to His table 
for a celebratory feast. In the end, Jesus promises to defeat evil and rule with His 
people forever. In anticipation of His coming, we worship Jesus, prepare ourselves 
spiritually, and witness to His reign. 

In the three parables of Luke 15, Jesus told us His hearers that retrieving lost 
sinners brings joy to heaven (v. 7,10,24,32). In fact, in the case of the prodigal son, 
Jesus used the throwing of a celebratory feast to illustratively represent heaven’s joy 
over the repentance of sinners. Accordingly, the apostle John wrote of a vision of the 
ultimate celebration of Christ’s retrieving lost sinners with his description of the 
marriage feast of the Lamb (Rev. 19:6-10). God’s people are a bride-to-be, the wife 
of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7), and the bride includes those welcomed to the feast. They 
are those who believe the Groom loved them first and whose response of love 
endured the seductive attempts of the notorious prostitute as well as the long wait for 
the Groom’s return (see Rev. 18). Because what was once lost was found and the 
bride and Groom have been united together forever, there will be much to celebrate 
on that day (and plenty to celebrate in the meantime as well). On this day, we will 
eat, drink, and be merry because we will never die (see 1 Cor. 15:32)! When Christ 
returns and establishes His kingdom in its fullness, the ransomed church will be 
forever free from sin and able to enjoy her loving Husband and faithful Head. 
Consider the Voices quote below. 
 
Voices from the Church: 
“The return of Christ will signal not only the Father rescuing his children but also 
the Bridegroom rescuing his bride. As the church, we’re part of the ultimate 
Cinderella story—rescued from a home where we labor, often without 
appreciation or reward. One day we’ll be taken into the arms of the Prince and 
whisked away to live in his palace.”  
–Randy Alcorn, Heaven (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale, 2004), 199. 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: dollar bills or large coins (as many as the number of kids you have) 



Before your devotional time, hide the dollar bills in the house. When it is time to 
meet, instruct your kids to each find one dollar bill and bring it back to the group. If 
you have a preschooler, give clues to guide the child closer to the money. 
                                
Prompt your kids to recall the three different parables and what or who was lost in 
each. 
                                     
Ask: “What is a common theme between the three parables?” 
                                             
Remark how the shepherd celebrated with friends and neighbors when the one lost 
sheep was found. The woman celebrated with her neighbors when the lost coin was 
found, and the father celebrated with friends and family when his lost son returned. 
In all three cases something was lost then found. When the item was located and the 
son returned, the celebrations included others. 
                                   
Conclude your devotional time by reiterating the Christ Connection. Remind your 
kids that Jesus came to seek the lost—one still lost in sin. Not only does Jesus seek 
the lost, but He also saves. He paid the ultimate price---His own life, to save the lost. 
Rejoice over your family’s salvations by singing and moving to a praise song from 
this quarter’s song selection. Pray, thanking God for seeking and saving your family. 
Ask God to save other family members who are still lost in sin. 
 
 


