
Unit 25, Session 2: Jesus and John the Baptist  
John 3:22-36 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: God gave John the Baptist a special job. John told people, “Get ready 
for Jesus! Jesus is coming!” God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. When Jesus was 
older, He went out to teach people about God. Jesus was here, and John’s job was 
finished. 
Kids: John the Baptist had told people to get ready for Jesus, the promised 
Messiah. Now that Jesus was there, John’s mission was complete. John the Baptist 
joyfully stepped aside as Jesus began His earthly ministry. 
Adult Connection Point:  Why did Jesus come as our Savior and Messiah? For 
one, because of humanity’s sin and rebellion against God and His kingdom. And 
furthermore, Scripture summarizes the mission of Jesus as coming “to destroy the 
works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus the 
Savior and Messiah. Jesus is not only the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world but brings about the kingdom of God on earth (see John 1:29-31; Mark 
1:15; Luke 11:20; 17:20-21). Jesus’ death and resurrection rescues us from sin, but 
His work on our behalf also rescues us to something—namely to be servants in the 
kingdom of the Messiah. As Romans 6:11 teaches, we are now to consider 
ourselves “dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Jesus rescues us from 
Satan’s kingdom and restores us to God’s kingdom (Col 1:13-14; cf. Acts 26:17-18). 

God’s rule first came under attack with the rebellion of Satan and his angels, 
an event about which the Bible does not give us many details (see Isa. 14:12-15; 
Ezek. 28:11-19). Nevertheless, Satan in some ways prepared the way for the 
coming of human sin by his initial rebellion in heaven and subsequent temptation of 
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. Parallel to this, John the Baptist prepares the 
way for the One who will do away with sin by dying for it and rising from the dead to 
conquer it after having faithfully endured Satan’s temptations (see Matt. 4:1-11). 

God has never been thwarted by Satan’s evil schemes. Before God even 
created the heavens or Satan himself, He planned to interpose Himself as the 
solution. He determined to come to the world He permitted to fall and execute a plan 
for a Savior He devised “before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). The result is 
that “at the name of Jesus every knee will bow…and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2:10-11). Satan’s puny revolt against heaven will, in 
God’s good time, give way to the final triumph of God’s beloved Son, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19–22). 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: old wedding clothes/accessories to use as props, camera, wedding picture 
Create a “photo booth” where the kids can try on your wedding clothes or 
accessories. Take several pictures in your “booth.” 
 
Choose one of your children to recall the Bible story. Point to the wedding picture 
and find out how many of the individuals your kids can identify.  Explain the roles of 
the maid of honor and best man. 
                               



Ask: “Define John’s role in Jesus’ life. What did John the Baptist compare this role 
to?” 
 
Comment that John used the illustration of a wedding to define his role. In a 
wedding, the groom and bride are the center of attention. The guests come to see 
them. The best man’s role is to support the groom during the wedding. John’s role in 
Jesus’ life was very similar. John’s role was always to point the people to Jesus—the 
Messiah. Since Jesus’ earthly ministry had begun; John’s ministry was completed. 
This is what John meant when he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
Ask: “How did John respond knowing his ministry was completed and Jesus’ ministry 
had begun?” 
 
John responded by saying “this joy of mine is complete.” John joyfully stepped aside 
when his job was complete. As more and more people began to follow Jesus, John’s 
job became less important. 
 
Pray, thanking God for sending you the Promised Messiah, Jesus, as He said He 
would do. 
 


