
Unit 25, Session 3: Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman  
John 4:1-26 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus was different from other people on earth. He was kind to the 
woman at the well even though she didn’t have many friends. Jesus loves everyone, 
and He came to give people a free gift: salvation from sin. 
Kids: Jesus offered the woman something no one else could give her—living water. 
Jesus wasn’t talking about water that she could physically drink; Jesus was talking 
about the Holy Spirit who would satisfy her spiritual thirst. Jesus gives the Holy Spirit 
to those who come to Him by faith.  
 
Adult Connection Point: In speaking to the Samaritan woman at the well in John 
4, Jesus shows us that the kingdom of God is meant to reach all the peoples of the 
world—Jew and Gentile, male and female. Being a Samaritan meant that the 
woman’s ancestors came from both Jews and non-Jews, thus causing many in her 
time to consider her unclean. The woman’s surprise that Jesus, a Jew, would even 
speak to her is expressed in John 4:9. Nevertheless, Jesus proves that people such 
as her can be a part of God’s kingdom by His offering of living water—i.e., the Holy 
Spirit—to her (see John 7:38-39). Just as the goodness of God’s creation extend 
over all over the world, including both genders, so too does the goodness of God’s 
new creation. God wants people from everywhere and anywhere to worship Him in 
spirit and truth (4:21-24). Jesus sends the Spirit to bring about the reality of worship 
among all peoples—Jew and Gentile, male and female (see Joel 2:28-29; Zech. 
14:8). 

The work of Christ’s reconciliation applies to gender relations just as much as 
it does to any other human relationships that sin has distorted. Male and female best 
reflect God together. However badly the genders have treated each other, it is surely 
only when the two genders work together, whether in marriage or in broader culture, 
that the image of God is most fully expressed in us (Gen. 1:27). Consider the Voices 
quote below in view of this discussion. 
 
Voices from the Church: 
“In the garden of Eden, we see the world as God designed it to be. God’s people, 
Adam and Eve, live in God’s place, the garden, under his rule as they submit to 
his word. And to be under God’s rule in the Bible is always to enjoy his blessing; 
it is the best way to live. God’s original creation shows us a model of his kingdom 
as it was meant to be.” 
–Vaughan Roberts, God’s Big Picture (Downers Grove: IVP, 2002), 23.  
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: salty snack, iced water 
Offer the salty snack as your kids arrive to devotional time (Save the water for the 
end). Review the story with your Bible open to John 4. 
            
Ask: “How did the Jews relate to the Samaritans?” Recall in the Bible story how the 
Jews avoided them. They did not talk to Samaritans or even travel through their 
towns; instead they walked great distances to avoid them. 



                                  
Read John 4:10 from your Bible. Remind your kids how in the story the Samaritan 
woman was confused at Jesus’ answers about the living water. She thought He was 
referring to the water in the well--the same water He was drinking. This was not what 
Jesus meant, though, because one would still get thirsty after drinking it. 
 
Ask: “What was Jesus referring to when he said, ‘living water?’   
Connect the living water to the Holy Spirit. Jesus offered this “living water” to the 
Samaritan woman who most people ignored. She did not need another cup of 
drinking water, but rather she needed the Holy Spirit which Jesus gives to those who 
come to Him by faith. Her spiritual thirst (and yours) could only be quenched by a 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
Provide iced water to your thirsty kids. 
 
Pray, thanking God, that when you come to faith in Jesus you will never thirst again. 
Continue to pray for those family members who have not yet come to faith in Jesus. 
 


