
Unit 25, Session 4: Rejection at Nazareth  
Luke 4:16-30 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Long before Jesus was born, Isaiah the prophet talked about God’s 
plan to send Jesus to earth. Jesus would bring good news and help people who 
were hurting. Jesus read Isaiah’s words. Jesus said that He is the One God 
promised to send. 
Kids: Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote about 
God’s plan to send a Messiah. He would bring good news and redeem people who 
were broken and hurting. Jesus read Isaiah’s words and told everyone who was 
listening that He is the promised Messiah. 
 

Adult Connection Point: Consider the Voices quote below. 
Much like humanity rejected God’s rule over them in the garden of Eden, the people 
of Nazareth rejected Jesus’ claims as Messiah (see Luke 4:28-30). This is to be 
expected since Scripture prophesied about the rejection of the Messiah (Ps. 2:1-3; 
22; Isa. 53:7-8). Nevertheless, those who reject Jesus as Messiah are accountable 
for their unbelief and rebellion and thus excluded from the messianic kingdom (see 
Ps. 2:4-12; Luke 20:9-19). 

Paradise is lost when human beings rebel against God. Because of their 
rejection of God’s good rule, the first humans are exiled from the garden of Eden. 
The good relationship between the King, His people, and the rest of creation is 
thrown into turmoil because of Adam and Eve’s attempt to dethrone God. But God 
promises to reestablish His kingdom through a future King who will undo the curse 
that came as a result of sin. He is the Messiah of whom Isaiah the prophet said will 
preach good news to the poor, freedom to the captives, and recovery of sight to the 
blind (Luke 4:18-19). Those who submit to Jesus as Lord and Messiah will enjoy the 
healing and restoration found in His kingdom, whereas those who reject His rule 
remain in exile from God. 
 
Voices from Church History: 
“It is when man through selfish ambition seeks to be God in his own life and will that 
he sins. Sin is dethroning God and enthroning self.” 
–Herschel Hobbs (1907-1995), The Baptist Faith and Message (Nashville: 
Convention Press, 1971, revised 1996), 45. 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: maps--a state map with your town on it, a map of Israel in the time of 
Jesus (See the back of your Bible.) 
 
Display the state map and challenge your kids to find your hometown. Give some 
coordinates if it is a small town. Allow each child to tell something interesting about 
your hometown. Point to the Israel map and encourage your kids to find Nazareth. 
                      
Review the Bible story about Jesus’ rejection by the people of Nazareth. 
                                                    



Ask: “What book of the Bible did Jesus read from the scroll and who did He speak 
about?” 
 
Explain to your kids how Jesus read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Recall how 
Isaiah had prophesied hundreds of year earlier that God would send His Son to 
redeem people who were broken and hurting. Jesus’ ministry fulfilled these 
prophecies. 
 
Ask: “Why do you think the people of Nazareth were angry with Jesus because he 
would not heal people in his own home town?” 
 
Suggest they may have believed Jesus was no more than the son of Joseph, but 
Jesus was the Son of God. He was the promised Messiah they had been waiting for! 
Recall how Jesus showed that both Elijah and Elisha were not accepted in their 
home towns so they performed miracles elsewhere, too. 
 
Pray, thanking God that He kept His promise to send a Messiah. Pray that God 
would redeem any family members or neighbors who are broken and hurting. 
 


