
Unit 26, Session 1: Jesus Healed an Off ic ial ’s Son  
John 4:46-54 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus saved a boy from dying. Then the boy’s father knew who Jesus 
is: the Savior God promised. Jesus said that the boy was healed, and the father 
believed Him. Jesus showed that He is powerful. Jesus is God’s Son. 
Kids: The official wanted Jesus to save his son from death, and it was not until 
Jesus did so that he understood who Jesus is: the promised Messiah. It took faith for 
the official to believe Jesus’ words—that his son was healed. In healing the official’s 
son, Jesus showed His authority and power as God’s Son. 
 
Adult Connection Point: Consider the Voices quote below. Jesus is the King 
who not only comes to rule but to transform His people and to bring healing in His 
midst. We need not only a permanent and just Ruler but also One who can rid our 
hearts of rebellion and restore us from sin’s maladies. In the Book of Judges, the 
Israelites did what was right in their own eyes, leading to an ongoing cycle of sin, 
judgment, and deliverance. God raised up deliverers who brought temporary peace 
but ultimately demonstrated their own need for salvation. The Book of Judges shows 
us the idolatry that results from rejecting God’s authority. As those who follow King 
Jesus, we are freed from this pattern of sin and empowered to do what is right in 
God’s eyes. In John 4:46-54, the account of the official’s son whom Jesus heals, we 
see a faith that both submits to Jesus’ messianic authority and trusts in His 
redemptive kindness. In Jesus, we find the kind of Ruler whom we need—One who 
reigns justly and heals graciously. 
 
Voices from the Church: 
“The ultimate deliverer, Jesus Christ, has no flaws. So his rescue of those who 
believe in him is complete and everlasting.” 
–Michael Williams, How to Read the Bible Through the Jesus Lens (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2012), 39. 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: chair, cushions 
Plan a trust fall game. Guide each child to stand on the chair while placing the 
cushions behind it on the floor. Family members should stand on either side to catch 
the child as he falls backwards. Give a signal so the child knows when to fall. Do this 
with each child in the family. 
                    
Review the story with your Bible open to John 4. 
                      
Ask: “How did Jesus answer the man when he asked him to come heal his son?” 
                 
Recall how Jesus said that many people insisted on seeing miracles before they 
would believe Jesus was God’s Son. In this case, because the father believed, 
Jesus healed his son to reveal Himself as the Son of God. Jesus spoke the words so 
his son would live. 
                                 



Discover how many of your kids believed the family would catch them during the 
activity. After Jesus spoke the words “your son will live,” the official believed Jesus.  
 
He took a step of faith and trusted Jesus to do what He said He would do. When the 
official arrived home his son was alive and had been healed the very hour Jesus 
spoke these words! 
 
Review the Christ Connection by reminding your kids that the official had faith in 
Jesus because He had the authority and was God’s Son. You can trust Jesus for the 
same reasons. 
 
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus. Ask Him to help your family trust Jesus more. 
 


