
Unit 26, Session 4: Jesus Cleansed a Leper  
Matthew 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: The man with the skin disease had to stay away from his friends and 
family. Jesus helped the man. Jesus touched the man and healed him. Sin is like a 
disease that keeps us away from God, but Jesus will take away our sin if we ask 
Him. 
Kids: Not only did Jesus have the power to make a leper clean, He was willing to 
make him clean. Like the disease of leprosy, sin deeply affects all people and makes 
them spiritually dead. Jesus willingly died on the cross and rose from the dead to 
save us from our sin and give us new life. 
Adult Connection Point:  God’s people needed a true king who would also be a 
true shepherd—one who points a guilty people deserving of banishment to the 
grace, forgiveness, and love of God. God’s kind of king rightly shows us God’s 
holiness and the wrath of God set against us, but God’s shepherd lays down his life 
instead to receive that wrath so that God’s people might be saved. God’s shepherd 
does not overlook lepers but heals them (see Luke 5:12-16). 

And who is this true king who’s also God’s shepherd? It’s Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep (John 10:11-15). It’s Jesus, the One 
who took on our weaknesses and carried our diseases (Matt. 8:17; cf. Isa. 53:4). 

Furthermore, Jeremiah’s “nor will any be missing” (Jer. 23:4) is a pointer to 
this Good Shepherd who would leave the 99 to go get the 1. Maybe you’re feeling 
like that “1” today. You feel as though the justice and righteousness of God is 
against you; you see the “99” who seem like they have it all together, but they don’t. 
Each of the “99” is the “1” whom Jesus went after, and He will come after you too. 
And when He comes to find you exactly where you are and you’re gathered in from 
the exile, know that there will be a great party thrown in heaven for you (Luke 15:6-
7). Have faith in Jesus to care for you. Cry out like the leper, “Lord, if you are willing, 
You can make me clean” (5:12). 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: washable markers 
Using washable markers, allow family members to draw skin “diseases” on each 
others arms or legs. Go ahead walk around the living area yelling “Unclean.” Ask 
your kids how it felt to be identified as unclean. 
Review the Bible story sharing how Jesus willingly healed the leper. 
Ask, “What are some things we learned in the story about the effects of the disease 
called leprosy?” 
                   
Review how the man with leprosy had to leave the village, tear his clothes, cover his 
mouth and yell “unclean.” This person had to remain isolated until the disease went 
away. 
 
Ask: “What specific instructions did Jesus give the leper after he was healed?” 
Comment how Jesus ordered the man to do three things: 1) Don’t tell anyone. 2) Go 
to the priest. 3) Make the appropriate sacrifice. 
 



Summarize the Christ Connection by explaining that like leprosy, sin is disease that 
keeps us away from God. Jesus, though, has the power and authority to heal us of 
our sin and diseases. He willingly healed the leper and willingly went to the cross for 
our sin so we could have a new life with Him. 
 
Pray, thanking God that Jesus went to the cross for our sin so we could be close to 
Him and have new life in Him. 
 


