
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 1 
 
Introduction: Help your group members connect with the major 
theme. 
 
Isaac Watts’ famous hymn, “The Mighty Power of God,” is helpful in connecting 
us to the major theme of this lesson: “God, the King of Heaven and Earth, Is 
Worthy to Be Praised.” Show your group members the video clip, “The Mighty 
Power of God” (1 minute, 47 seconds).  The clip is available at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iJ9nqpGhBE. Before you play the clip, ask 
your students to listen to the words and identify two areas mentioned in the song 
that tell us why we should praise God. Answers might include the following: 
God’s power, creation, dominion, goodness, provision, beautiful creation, 
presence, etc. 
 
 
Part 1: Engage your group members by having them think more 
deeply about a subject.  
 
Refer to the box with the title “Scriptures of Praise” found on page 11 of the 
Leader Guide. Break the class into five groups, giving each one a 3-by-5-inch card 
with one of the verse references. Have the groups spend five minutes reading and 
discussing the passage. Have them answer the question, “What does this passage 
say about God being praised in the heavens?” Have a representative from each 
group discuss their findings with the class. 
 
Part 2: Check for understanding. 
 
Ask, “What does it mean for us to praise the Lord?” Solicit answers from the class.  
Then, read the article “What Does Praising God Mean?” to your class (see link 
below). 
 
[Jeremy Ham, “What Does Praising God Mean?” Answers in Genesis [online], 17 
February 2011 [cited 8 August 2014].  Available from the Internet: 
https://answersingenesis.org/answers/biblical-authority-devotional/what-does-
praising-god-mean/.] 
 



After they have heard the article, ask the question again, “What does it mean for us 
to praise the Lord?” Hopefully, the class will have a better understanding after this 
exercise. 
 
 
Part 3: Engage their thinking by connecting with cultural 
understanding of angels.  
 
Ask, “Name some movies you have seen that contain angels? What do these teach 
us about angels?” 
 
The purpose of this exercise is to get your group members thinking about their 
perceptions of angels. Most Christians have a distorted view of angels and other 
heavenly beings because they unconsciously mix together popular culture, science 
fiction, and the Bible. When you get to Part 3 of the actual lesson, it will focus on 
what the Bible tells us about angels. Hopefully, this will serve as a corrective to 
any erroneous views. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application.  
 
Ask your group members the following question: “If everything in the universe 
praised God before creation, and God commands all of His creation to praise Him 
now, how should this affect us?” After they have expressed their opinions, 
challenge them to implement their suggestions this week. Next week, ask them 
how it has changed their perception of God. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
It is wise to give the big picture of what you are trying to accomplish to your 
students early on in the teaching process. If they can grasp where you are going 
with your series of lessons, it will help them to fit your current teaching into their 
schema. Spend a few minutes looking at the Table of Contents on page 5 of the 
Leader Guide. Once you grasp the direction of these 13 lessons, it will be easy for 
you to aid your group members in this process. 


