
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 11 
 
Introduction: Engage your group by connecting them with past 
experience. 
 
Ask your class to remember how they first heard the message of the gospel. Have 
four or five students share their story. 
 
 
Part 1: Help your group understand the major theme through music.  
 
Play the song “They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love” by Jars of Clay. 
It can be accessed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrOywJnLj7Y (3 
minutes, 13 seconds). 
 
Ask your group members to share what they learned from this song. Ask, “What 
are some practical ways that we at _________ Church can share the love of God 
through ministry to our community?” 
 
 
Part 2: Help your group members grasp the concept of 
transformation from the inside/out using “Think-Pair-Share.” 
 
It is common to emphasize behavior modification rather than transformation from 
the inside out. Behavior modification is when we change our behaviors based on 
external pressures or stimuli but the heart remains unaffected. Transformation 
entails the grasping of truths about God that lead to a deeper relationship with Him, 
thus resulting in a change in thinking that affects our behavior.  
 
Write the following verse on the board: “A good man produces good out of the 
good storeroom of his heart. An evil man produces evil out of the evil storeroom, 
for his mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart” (Luke 6:45, HCSB).  
 
Think-Pair-Share:  Ask you group members to think about this verse, especially 
the descriptors “storeroom” and “overflow”—what do they mean? “Think for 30 
seconds about this question…Now I want you to discuss this in pairs with a 
person on your left or your right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) 



Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Part 3: Help your students understand their motives. 
 
In the Leader Guide under this section on page 135, the third paragraph begins 
with this statement: “Leonard Sweet once said, ‘Too many Christians want to 
change the world, not because they love the world but because they hate the 
world.’”   
 
Read this statement to your group members. Break them into 3-4 groups and have 
them answer the following questions: “Is this statement accurate? Why or why 
not? Give examples. What is your motive for wanting to change the world?” After 
five minutes, have members of the various groups share what they have discovered 
with the rest of the class. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge your students to live the lesson.  
 
Ask your students, “When is the last time you shared the gospel with someone?”  
If it’s been awhile, ask them, “Why has it been so long?” Usually we fail to obey 
God because we are not walking as closely with Him as we need to. Give them 
some time to pray to Him asking for forgiveness for disobedience and for 
opportunities and boldness this week to obey His command to be missional. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
We have previously touched on the three main types of sensory perception:  
auditory, visual, and kinesthetic. I would like to revisit them because it is crucial 
that the teacher understand the need to vary lessons based on learning styles. We 
use all three in varying degrees but tend to have a dominant one. Refer to the last 
two lessons to learn about auditory and visual learner tendencies. Kinesthetic 
learners enjoy becoming physically involved and actually doing something with 
what’s being learned. As children (and even some as adults), they tend to be in 
constant motion. All of their lives they have been accused of being “fidgety” or 
asked if they have “ants in their pants.” They probably hear the teacher say things 
like “Sit still!” and “Put your feet on the floor!” 
 



The kinesthetic learner needs to put some sort of action into their learning or it 
doesn’t stick. Even if the action is as simple as pacing or moving while reading or 
memorizing, the strongly kinesthetic learner will remember best what he or she has 
learned on the move. I used this technique when studying for my doctoral 
comprehensive examination and it was very effective. 
 
Most strongly kinesthetic people are only able to concentrate on one thing for 
about 10 minutes at a time without taking some sort of break. Be sure to break up 
your class into various “segments” with opportunities for some sort of kinesthetic 
activity if you want to reach these learners. 


