
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 4 
 
Introduction: Engage their thinking by connecting with current 
events.  
 
Recently, a Malaysian Airlines jet was shot out of the sky over Ukraine, killing all 
298 people aboard. There has been an ongoing rebellion in Ukraine from pro-
Russian separatists living in the Ukraine. The thinking among the experts is that 
these separatists shot down the plane unprovoked. Many of us think that our 
rebellion doesn’t affect other people. Ask, “What would lead these separatists to 
shoot down a civilian airliner?” The answers may indicate the rebels thought this 
would bolster their cause. Have the class comment on the affects of this act and 
how rebellion is not a victimless crime. 
 
 
Part 1: Engage their thinking relating the Old Testament to the New 
Testament. 
 
This aspect of the lesson emphasizes Adam and Eve’s refusal to live under God’s 
loving rule. Divide the class into three groups. Give each group a 3-by-5-inch card 
with a passage citation on it. The citations are Genesis 3:1-6; James 1:13-17; and 1 
John 2:15-16.  Give the group five minutes to examine their passage and write 
down what it says about sin. Then have someone from each group share with the 
class. 
 
The point of this exercise is to show the relationship between the causes of the first 
sin and all subsequent sin.   
 
 
Part 2: Help your group members connect with the main theme 
through reflection. 
 
Turn to the “Further Commentary” section in the Leader’s Guide (p. 49). Read it 
aloud to your class. The author emphasizes a pattern that has been perpetuated 
since the garden of Eden—humanity sinning, then God seeking out sinners—and 
subsequently states that this is the theme of the rest of the Bible. Ask the group 
members to give a non-biblical example (it could even be personal) of a person 
sinning and God seeking him or her out and offering him or her forgiveness. 



Part 3: Help your group members understand by using their 
imaginations. 
 
After Adam and Eve sinned, God exiled them from the garden of Eden. Give your 
students a few minutes to imagine how their lives would be if Adam and Eve had 
never sinned and they lived in the garden of Eden. Ask for input. Challenge them 
to really think about this. They can refer to the specific curses that God placed on 
Adam and Eve to get them started in their thinking (Gen. 3:16-19). 
 
Conclusion: Challenge your students to live the lesson.  
 
Write this quote on the board, “The beginning and end of man's rebellion against 
God was, and is, the lack of a thankful heart” (Francis Schaeffer, True Spirituality, 
10). Give your class a few minutes to think about this quote and then ask them to 
spend a couple of minutes with God thanking Him for His love in spite of our 
rebellion and confessing our rebellion and unthankfulness. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Just as there are different ways we prefer to learn (auditory, visual, and 
kinesthetic), there are also teachers who tend to use teaching methods they are 
most comfortable with. We have already looked at characteristics of auditory and 
visual teachers in previous installments; in this one we will examine kinesthetic 
teachers. While kinesthetic students have to constantly force themselves to sit still 
and pay attention, kinesthetic teachers are able to move around the classroom and 
stay active. If you are a kinesthetic teacher, you won’t be at your desk much. You 
may consistently circle the classroom while the students are working and you 
probably give assignments that don’t involve long periods of working in one place.  
No matter what kind of teaching style you prefer, vary your approach regularly to 
meet the needs of your group members; they will thank you for it. 


