
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2014 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 6 
 
Introduction: Engage your group by stimulating their thinking. 
 
Ask your class about how they choose to vote for the various candidates that run 
for office. What qualities are they looking for in a leader? Write these on the board.  
You might need to refer to them throughout the lesson. 
 
Part 1: Help your group understand the major theme. 
 
This aspect of the lesson emphasizes God’s desire for leaders who obey His law 
and serve the people. One good way to understand the characteristics God is 
seeking in His leaders is to contrast natural and spiritual leadership. Write the 
following chart on the board from the book Spiritual Leadership by J. Oswald 
Sanders (page 29): 
 
Natural    Spiritual 
 
Self-confident   Confident in God 
Knows men    Also knows God 
Makes own decisions  Seeks God’s will 
Ambitious    Humble 
Creates methods   Follows God’s example 
Enjoys command   Delights in obedience to God 
Seeks personal reward  Loves God and others 
Independent    Depends on God 
 
Refer back to your group members answers in the Introduction section. Have them 
comment on their process for choosing leaders in comparison to the qualities God 
seeks. Then read Mark 10:41-45 aloud to your students. 
 
Part 2: Help your group members connect with the main theme 
through an Old Testament il lustration with a New Testament 
principle. 
 
Read this to your group members:   
 



The people of Israel repeatedly sought for things they weren’t supposed to have, 
things that would only cause them trouble. When Moses was on Mount Sinai, the 
people begged Aaron to make gods who would go before them to lead them (Ex. 
32:1). That ended up in the death of thousands. Later, when they failed to enter the 
Promised Land at Kadesh Barnea, they wanted to choose someone to lead them 
back to Egypt (Num. 14:4). If Moses hadn’t interceded for them, the Lord would 
have wiped out the whole nation and started over with Moses. The result of this 
situation was the perishing of an entire generation in the desert as they wandered 
for the next 38 years.   
 
Years later, they pressured Samuel to appoint a king over them like all the other 
nations have (1 Sam. 8:5). God gave them their request, but it caused heartache and 
discontent. 
 
Have someone read Galatians 6:7-8. Ask the class to apply this verse to the nation 
of Israel as mentioned above. This principle not only applies to nations but also to 
individuals. Have them examine their own lives to see if they have been sowing to 
the flesh rather than the Spirit. If so, they need to confess this to God, forsake the 
sin, and get on the right path. 
 
Part 3: Check for understanding using “Think-Pair-Share.” 
Play the movie clip “Taxing the Poor” from WingClips. It can be found at 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/robin-hood/taxing-the-poor (2 minutes, 9 
seconds). 
 
The clip is derived from the movie Robin Hood. In it, Prince John is seeking to 
raise funds to support the armies while King Richard is away. Have your students 
note the tension in the dialogue and ask them what caused it. At the very end of the 
clip, the Queen Mother says, “Richard commanded loyalty not by threats but by 
example.”   
 
Think for 30 seconds about this statement…Now I want you to discuss this in 
pairs  with a person on your left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 
seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea from their discussion. 
 
Conclusion: Challenge your students to live the lesson.  
 
In our day, it is easy to count on the government or other institutions to determine 
what is right and wrong and to depend on them to fight our battles, just like the 



Jews did in the Old Testament. As Christians, the Word of God is our standard for 
determining right and wrong and the Lord Himself is the One we ultimately should 
trust to fight our battles. Ask, “What is the source of morality? How do we know 
what is right and wrong? Does this manifest itself in your daily decisions?”   
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Every godly teacher wants to impact their students’ lives in such a way that it helps 
them change for the better. Telling people what they ought to do without 
motivating them to do it only adds to their burdens. This was the approach of the 
scribes and Pharisees; it was not the approach of Jesus (Matt. 23:1-4). Jesus was a 
master at using various word pictures, images, and metaphors to teach (Warren W.  
Wiersbe, Preaching and Teaching With Imagination, 64). The common person 
heard Him gladly and many of them were transformed by His teaching. What word 
picture or metaphor are you going to use in your teaching this week?  


