
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
God’s Way: Session 12 
 
Jesus’ View of the Law 
Key Statement: When it comes to God’s law, Jesus 1) upholds it, 2) fulfills it on 
our behalf, and 3) enables His people to walk in righteousness.      
 
::CONNECT:: 
 
Option 1: Good Advice 

• Guide students to come up with a list of advice they would share with 
younger children on how to have a happy and fulfilling life. 

• Allow students a few minutes to share their lists with the group. 
• When they’re done, ask students the following questions: 

o How do you think the younger students would react if these lists 
were given to them as a set of rules that they had to follow? 

o Do you think they would follow those rules? Do you think they 
would like following those rules? Explain. 

o How do you think the younger students would react if they read the 
lists simply as advice?  

o Would their reactions change? Would they be more likely to follow 
advice than rules? Explain. 

• Connect the difference between lists-as-rules and lists-as-advice to how 
we should view the law now. Jesus has fulfilled it for us, but the law 
remains a picture from God of how to live the most fulfilling and loving life. 
So we still read and follow the law, but as a picture of righteousness, not 
as a checklist of duties to be fulfilled. 
 

Option 2: Blank Check  
• Break students into groups and guide them to create skits (note that you 

can also do this activity with drawings). 
• Here’s the premise: in a sweepstakes contest, you have won the right to 

use a famous billionaire’s identity and credit card for one day. There is no 
limit to what you can do with this card except it must only be used in the 
allotted 24-hour period. You can go anywhere, buy anything, and do 
anything the cards enable you to. 

• Assign a billionaire to each group (ex: Bill Gates, Warren Buffett, etc.).  



• Allow each group a few minutes to share their skit. 
• Debrief the skits. Did the students spend their money and time differently 

based on whose credit card they had? Did any group do works of 
philanthropy? Did any group spend it all on themselves? Did they go to 
any cool places or spend time with particular people? What compelled 
them to do what they did? 

• Connect the skits to the imputed righteousness of Jesus. His death and 
resurrection won for us the imputation of His righteousness whenever God 
looks at us. How should we be using it? 

• One place where the analogy of the credit/identity card doesn’t work: 
when Jesus won us, he didn’t merely give us His standing. He also gave 
us His Spirit. So even though we have His righteousness imputed, our 
new hearts also want to live out His righteousness, as shown in the law. 
When we receive Jesus’ righteousness, we want to be like Him, and the 
law shows us what it looks like to be a loving person like Jesus. 
 

::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider only covering points one and three 
of the lesson.  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school 
group. If you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you 
will likely have to be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. 
Keep in mind that each class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, 
personalize the lesson content for your class by determining what elements are 
most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to teach through all of the content in a 
single meeting, but instead help middle school students to see the main overall 
point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 


