
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
The Story of God’s Kingdom: Session 9 
 
The King’s Presence 
Key Statement: The New Testament witnesses 1) the arrival of the King, 2) the citizens 
of the Kingdom, and 3) the advancement of the Kingdom.    
 
::CONNECT:: 
 
Activity 1: King or Queen for The Day 

• Inform students they are king/queen for the day. Assign each student a 
culture/nation/people-group from any place/time to rule over. It can even be 
fictional. (For example: students could rule the ancient Vikings, the elves in 
Middle-Earth, the Smurfs, modern day America, etc.) They must present a plan 
on how they will rule the people of the nation they are assigned to. The plan 
needs to have two parts: 

o How you intend to announce your new position to these people; how you 
will introduce yourself and make your first impression to your people. 

o How you plan to make life better for these people; why your leadership 
will be good for them. 

• Give students a few minutes to create their plans, and then guide them to 
present their plans to the class. 

• The points above correspond to the lesson. Discuss how the students’ ideas for 
their arrival, their citizens, and their advancement differ from or are similar to 
Jesus’ arrival and rule. What good things from their ideas are perfected in the 
kingdom of God? How does Jesus do things differently (and better!) then we 
would?  
 

Activity 2: History Contest 
• Challenge students to do a scavenger hunt online to find the following: 

o Coolest rise to power 
o Coolest culture/people 
o Coolest development as a people/nation 

 For extra fun, you can make this an option not merely from history, 
but also from any fictional universe (e.g., Star Wars, Middle-earth, 
etc.). 

• Give students time to find their submissions, and then guide them to present their 
findings. Lead students to weigh in and vote for the “coolest” in each category. 



• Each category corresponds to a point in the lesson. Make connections between 
them: is the coolest rise to power like or unlike the arrival of the King in Matthew? 
Why did God do it differently or similarly? The same questions could go for the 
coolest culture/people and for the coolest development. 
 
 

::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider only covering points one and two of the 
lesson.  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school group. If 
you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you will likely have to 
be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. Keep in mind that each 
class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, personalize the lesson content for 
your class by determining what elements are most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to 
teach through all of the content in a single meeting, but instead help middle school 
students to see the main overall point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 
 


