
Unit 30, Session 2:  Parable of the Wedding Feast  
Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Heaven is like a great wedding feast, and Jesus invites everyone to 
come. Jesus makes a place for people who say yes to His invitation, and they can 
be with Him forever. 
Kids: Salvation is a free gift. We can’t earn our way into heaven. Jesus did all the 
work when He died for our sins on the cross. This story reminds us that we need to 
be clothed in Christ's righteousness. Jesus invites us to join Him in heaven—the 
great wedding feast. When we receive His invitation, Jesus gets us ready by clothing 
us in His righteousness.  
 

Adult Connection Point: God’s invitation for everyone to turn to Jesus and be 
saved is not a mere “well wish” but a divine command (see Acts 17:30-31). 
Warnings about judgment are important, of course. We see Jesus warning His 
people about the coming judgment and calling people to repentance. Likewise, 
the prophets of the Old Testament called people to repent in order to escape the 
consequences of sin. 

Nevertheless, we would be wrong to miss the grace behind the command, 
which is why in this parable found in Matthew 22:1-14 Jesus likens God’s call for 
humanity to repent to an invitation to a wedding feast. A refusal to come to the 
wedding feast is a refusal to repent. We must accept God’s invitation and we 
must accept it on His terms, which is to be clothed in the proper attire for the 
feast, namely Christ’s righteousness (v. 11-14). It is not a matter of preference 
but of priority. If we prefer not to accept the invitation to repent and come to the 
feast, then something is wrong with us. We understand neither God nor His 
gracious heart. 

A sign of true repentance is that we feel sorrow for sin because of God’s 
goodness, not just His judgment. In other words, repentance is a response of the 
heart to the grace of God. It is not driven merely by fear of punishment. Peter 
didn’t repent because he was afraid of judgment; he repented because he had 
just witnessed a miraculous display of kindness (see Luke 5:1-11). In Romans 
2:4, the apostle Paul spoke of repentance in terms of God’s kindness, restraint, 
and patience. It is God’s kindness that intends to lead us to repentance. Our 
rebellious heart should soften in response to God’s invitation to enjoy the feast 
He has prepared for sinners like us through the death and resurrection of His 
Son. We accept this invitation by turning from our sin and placing our faith in 
Jesus and His righteousness alone for a right standing with God. We must be 
dressed appropriately to come to the feast. 
 

Family Devotion:  
Materials: paper, markers, a meal 



Before your devotional time, print an invitation inviting your family to dinner. 
Instruct them to wear their finest clothes. If you want, put out a tablecloth and use 
your best dishes for the meal. 
                                        
When you are near the end of the meal, retell the parable about the wedding 
feast. 
                                
Ask: “How did the different guests respond to the wedding invitation?” 
Remind your kids that the first guests invited did not want to come. After the 
second invitation, they ignored the king’s messengers and even hurt them. So 
the king ordered his servants to go out on the streets and invite anyone they 
found—good or bad. In Bible times, a guest to a royal wedding would be given 
special clothes to wear. One man decided to dress in his own clothes, but he was 
thrown out. 
Ask: “What was the parable about?” 
Recall how Jesus told the parable to explain how we can spend eternity with 
Him. We learn salvation is a free gift offered to all. We cannot do anything to earn 
it. Jesus did all the work for us when He died on the cross. You dressed up today 
for our dinner. When we accept Jesus’ invitation of salvation, we are clothed in 
His righteousness. It’s these clothes that allow us to spend eternity with Jesus. 
Pray, thanking God for all the family members who have accepted God’s 
invitation of salvation in Jesus. Pray for family members who may not yet have 
accepted Jesus’ offer of salvation. 
 


