
Unit 30, Session 4:  Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus  
Luke 16:19-31 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: People who know and trust in Jesus love Him more than anything else. 
Going to heaven is not about who you know, what kind of clothes you wear, or what 
you do. People who trust in Jesus, God’s Son, will be with Him forever. 
Kids: Those who receive salvation from Jesus have changed hearts; they treasure 
Jesus above any earthly treasure. Getting into heaven has nothing to do with who 
you know, what you wear, or what you do. Entering into heaven requires faith in 
Jesus, the Son of God. 
 

Adult Connection Point: Possessing privilege or prominence in this age does 
not necessarily mean one has a right standing with God. Just ask the rich man in 
Jesus’ parable from Luke 16:19-31. The irony of the passage is that the one who 
experience comfort on this side of life experienced discomfort on the other side 
(v. 25). Lazarus, however, having experienced poverty and suffering—even 
thanks to the neglect of this rich man (v. 21)—was comforted in the afterlife. 
Does this mean that if we suffer in this life we will automatically go to heaven? 
Not quite. The point of the passage is to indict those who in privilege are 
neglectful to show mercy to their neighbors. Their neglect of neighbor stems from 
their selfish hearts. As Abraham reminds the rich man in the parable, the writings 
of Moses and the prophets are enough to hold people accountable (v. 29). 
Someone rising from the dead to warn them of “this place of torment” (v. 28) is 
not sufficient in itself to change their behavior. 

How then are we to ensure that we don’t end up like this rich man? The 
answer is found in being united with Christ. 

When God saves us, we are united to His Son in order to bear good fruit, 
to remain in His love, and to fulfill our joy in Him (see John 15:1-17). Christ is in 
us, and we are in Him. United to Christ, we are empowered to show the love of 
God to the world. 
The great tragedy of our day is this: many churches are not known for the love 
their members share. Their members resemble the rich man of the parable in 
Luke 16 more than they resemble Christ. “Loving” and “Christian” are not always 
descriptions that go together. This sad reality is a sign that we are failing to keep 
the Father’s commands. Jesus made it clear that the way we show we are in the 
love of Christ is by keeping the Father’s commands the way Jesus did (John 
15:9-10). We should repent of overlooking others’ needs and look to God to find 
forgiveness in Christ. We can trust Jesus that through Him we have the power to 
love others. 
 
Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: paper, markers 
Print commands on strips of paper. Suggested commands: Name something 
important you do. Name your favorite article of clothing. Name the most 



important person you know. Name the best place to live. Name something you 
do best. Gather your family and direct each child to read and respond to the 
sentence. Read the sentences to preschoolers.  
                                                     
Review the Bible story of the rich man and Lazarus. 
                             
Say: “Describe the rich man and Lazarus’s life before they died.” 
                           
Remind your kids that the rich man had an easy life on earth. He wore the finest 
clothes and ate the finest food. Lazarus, however, had a hard life on earth. He 
was always hungry and suffered with sores. 
Say: “Describe the lives of the rich man and Lazarus after they died.” 
Recall how both men died, but Lazarus went to heaven and the rich man in a 
place without God. Lazarus was comforted by Abraham, while the rich man cried 
out for mercy. The divide between the men could never be crossed. 
Connect the activity with the story by commenting how none of the answers from 
the activity will win anyone a place in heaven. Only turning away from sin and 
trusting in Jesus for salvation will get a person into heaven. Once a person trusts 
in Jesus, He changes his heart to love Jesus more than any earthly thing. 
                        
Pray, thanking God for the assurance you have in Jesus for your salvation. Ask 
God to change the hearts of those who do not know Jesus. 
 
 


