
Unit 29, Session 5:  Jesus Has Power Over Death  
John 11:1-44 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. He showed that He has power 
over death. Jesus died on the cross for our sin and rose from the dead. Those who 
trust in Jesus will live forever with Him. 
Kids: When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He showed that He has power 
over death. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Jesus died on the cross 
for our sin and rose from the dead. He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him. 
 

Adult Connection Point: When we consider how God has blessed us, it is not 
hard to see why we will want to bless Him. The Scripture says He’s blessed us 
“with every spiritual blessing” (Eph. 1:3). Every good gift “in the heavens” has 
been granted to us through the greatest gift of all—Jesus Christ. When we are “in 
Christ,” it is as if we are already raised from the dead and seated on a heavenly 
throne along with our Savior (2:6). Because we are united by faith with the 
resurrected Messiah, His inheritance is our inheritance—we have all things in 
Him (Rom. 8:17,32). The raising of Lazarus was only a glimpse of the final 
resurrection glory that will take place on the last day (John 11: 21-27). 
Resurrection is the summation of the Christian life and the benefits that we 
receive in and through Christ. As a result of His being raised from the dead, to 
know Jesus is to know resurrection. If we were to say this in the language of 
“bumper sticker”: No Jesus, no resurrection. Know Jesus, know resurrection (see 
1 Cor. 15:12-19). 
We are blessed beyond measure because we are in Christ. How can we not be 
grateful, thankful, and overflowing with blessing toward the One who blesses us 
in Christ? The only way that we can receive spiritual blessing, eternal life, and 
forgiveness for our sins is to trust in Jesus and be united with Him and all that He 
has done for us. We can only experience victory over death if we rest in Jesus 
alone for our salvation. 
 

Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: toilet paper rolls 
Grant your children permission to wrap the toilet paper around you mummy-style 
until you are covered. 
              
Tell the Bible story about Lazarus while you remain wrapped in toilet paper. 
Challenge your kids to listen and connect this activity with the lesson. 
Ask: “Why did Jesus not go immediately to His friend Lazarus when He heard he 
was sick?” 
              
Recall in the story when Jesus said, “Lazarus’ sickness will not end in death. This 
sickness will bring glory to God and to the Son of God.” Later Jesus said to 
Martha, “Your brother will rise again.” What Martha and Mary did not understand 



is that Jesus was not talking about a future event, but rather they would see the 
miracle with their own eyes. 
                                                  
Ask: “Whom did Jesus say He was to Martha?” 
Remind your kids that Jesus said He is the resurrection and the life. When Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead, He was showing Mary, Martha, and us that He has 
power over death. Because Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose again 
we can have eternal life when we trust Him. 
Choose your youngest child to say the last words Jesus said after Lazarus came 
out of the tomb, “Unwrap him, and let him go!” Now instruct your kids to do that 
for you. 
Pray, thanking God that Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Thank God that we 
can trust Jesus to give us eternal life. 
 


