
Unit 30, Session 1:  Parable of the Vineyard Workers  
Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus told a story to teach people about God. God loves us and gives 
us good gifts. No one can earn a gift. Everyone sins, or disobeys God, so everyone 
deserves to be punished. But God gave a good gift: His Son, Jesus. People who 
trust in Jesus will live with God forever. 
Kids: Jesus’ parable teaches about God’s grace. God is generous, and He loves 
us. We deserve to die for our sins, but God gives us what we don’t deserve—
salvation through His Son, Jesus. 
 

Adult Connection Point: The Parable of the Vineyard Workers reveals how 
we are prone to cry foul when we feel others share in what we feel is rightfully 
ours. This happens when we lose our perspective on God’s grace (Matt. 20:16). 
If we do not keep constantly in mind the depths of sin from which God has 
rescued us, then we will likely obtain a spirit of entitlement when it comes to our 
service for God. But with Paul we should always be asking ourselves, “For who 
makes you so superior? What do you have that you didn’t receive? If, in fact, you 
did receive it, why do you boast as if you hadn’t received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7). 

Those who have been called by God should exhibit humility in their 
salvation and confidence in their mission (see 2 Tim. 1:8-14). God’s grace in our 
salvation is the ultimate expression of God’s love and mercy toward an 
undeserving people; this leads to our humility. In light of God’s grace, Christians 
are to serve others in a variety of ways, heralding the good news of Jesus and 
calling others to submit to His lordship. God calls us to be saved through trusting 
in Jesus and what He has done for us on the cross and in His resurrection, and 
He calls us to serve in light of who Jesus is and what He has done. Our place in 
the kingdom and in God’s service only exists because God’s grace to us in His 
Son, and we must never forget that. 
 

Family Devotion:  
 
Materials: quarters, paper, pencils 
Print some chores on pieces of paper. For older kids, make sure the chore is 
challenging. Make sure the younger kids perform chores that are age-
appropriate. Gather your family and hand out the assigned chores. Direct each 
child to read the chore (or read it to her) then offer a quarter for completing it. 
Wait to see if you get a reaction to the “unfair” compensation. 
                      
Tell the Bible story and challenge your kids to determine how the activity relates 
to the Bible story. 
                                 
Ask: “How much did the owner of the vineyard pay each worker?” 
                                            



Recall in the story how the owner paid each man a denarius or one day’s wage. 
It did not matter if the worker came early in the morning or arrived at the very last 
hour. Each man received one denarius. 
                                         
Ask: “Why were some of the workers upset with this equal pay?” 
Mention that the workers who arrived in the morning, though they should receive 
more pay than those who arrived at the last hour. The owner, however, paid 
them the amount he had promised—one denarius. 
Remind your kids that the parable teaches God’s grace. Just as the landowner 
paid the same amount to all the workers, God paid the price of His Son’s death 
for all sinners. God offers us who sin what we don’t deserve: salvation through 
His Son, Jesus. 
Extend some grace and give each child a quarter without doing the chores. 
Pray, thanking God for loving us. Thank God for extending salvation to all who 
trust in Jesus. 
 


