
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2014-15 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 3 
 
Introduction: Help your group members connect with the major 
theme. 
 
Our theme this week deals with the sin of greed. Greed manifests itself in multiple 
ways, not always related to the hoarding of money. Read the following examples 
of greed and then ask you group members to share a few examples as well: 

• A person who refuses to pay his income taxes that he is required by law to 
pay because he wants to keep more of the money he earned for himself, 
despite the cost to society as a whole; 

• A person who signs up for government benefits like food stamps that he 
doesn't deserve and didn't earn and who then sells the food stamps on eBay 
to get cash;  

• A person who votes for a candidate based on the candidate’s promises to 
give them more government benefits; 

• A person at work who takes credit for the hard work of others, even if he 
didn't actually do anything to earn it;  

• A person who steals cable or Internet from their neighbor;  
• A person who takes supplies home from work because he wants to have 

them for himself, even though he isn't supposed to do so and his behavior 
means that others cannot use them. 

 
 
Part 1: Assist your group members in their understanding of the root 
of greed using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
The main precept we focus on in this section is that greed is really an expression of 
a love for money and possessions and a discontentment with God and His 
provision. Not only do we want what others have (envy) but we want it at the 
expense of others who may need it more than we do (greed). Have your group 
members view the video clip “The Greatest Villain” from Despicable Me (2 
minutes, 54 seconds). It can be found at http://www.wingclips.com/movie-
clips/despicable-me/the-greatest-villain. 
 
 



Think-Pair-Share:   As your group members watch the video, ask them to note 
how far Gru is willing to go to satisfy his greed, his dissatisfaction with previous 
acquisitions, and the reaction of the minions to these two things. “Think for 30 
seconds about these questions. How did they manifest themselves in this video 
clip? Now I want you to discuss this in pairs with a person on your left or right 
who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on three or four pairs to 
share one idea. 
 

Part 2: Check for understanding using an Old Testament example. 

Israel has just achieved a major victory at Jericho. The Lord has given them the 
first city in the promised land. He strictly warned them not to take anything from 
the city because it belonged to the Lord (Josh. 6:18,19). When they tried to 
conquer the next city, Ai, they failed.  All Israel was concerned that God had 
abandoned them. God reveals to Joshua that the people have violated the covenant 
(7:10-12) and the one who did must be punished (7:15). 
 
Have your group members read Joshua 7:20-26, focusing especially on Achan’s 
reason for taking the things God prohibited. His greed trapped him in sin. Have 
your group members comment on his greed and the resultant consequences.   
 
 
Part 3: Illustrate the principle.  
 
Many of us dream about retirement. An anonymous author said retirement is 
saying goodbye to tension and hello to a pension! As Christians, we will “retire” 
someday to heaven. We are definitely going to be able to say goodbye to the 
tension of this life with its sin and sorrow. What about our pension though? What 
are we doing to lay up treasures in heaven? 
 
Have your group members break into 2-3 groups to answer the question, “What 
can we do to lay up treasure in heaven?” After about five minutes, have a few of 
them share their insights with the class. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application.  
 



Have your students spend a few minutes in prayer. In the first portion of their time, 
ask them to thank God for His provision of His Son, salvation, sanctification, and 
everything else He has blessed us with. Then have them ask God for forgiveness 
for the times when they ignored these blessings and pursued vain, earthly treasures 
with greed and ingratitude. Finally, ask them to pray for guidance from the Lord on 
specific ways they can lay up treasures in heaven.     

 
Teaching Tip of the Week 

Howard Gardner has done some trailblazing work on multiple intelligences. His 
two classic books on the subject are Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple 
Intelligences and Intelligence Reframed: Multiple Intelligences for the 21st 

Century. He posits that we learn in more ways than we traditionally understood. In 
the next five lessons, we will examine some approaches to teaching that may 
enhance your lessons and allow different types of learners to understand and 
assimilate the principles you teach more effectively.   
 
One type of intelligence is logical/mathematical in which the learner “employs 
inductive and deductive reasoning, logical, sequential, and cognitive behaviors to 
perform acts of problem solving and critical thinking. This intelligence attempts to 
find order in what otherwise would be chaos.” 

 
[Barbara Bruce, Seven Ways of Teaching the Bible to Adults: Using Our Multiple 
Intelligences to Build Faith (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000), 35.] 
 
To help these type of learners, try incorporating some of the following in your 
lessons: word puzzles, analogies, outlines, timelines, and the “big picture.” It will 
be worth it! 


