
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
The God Who Saves: Session 1 
 
Pride 
Key Statement: The sin of pride 1) tries to steal God’s glory, 2) seeks satisfaction in 
things, and 3) is only cured by the gospel.  
 
::CONNECT:: 
 

Option 1: Before & After Scenes 
• Break the students into groups. Have each group create a short scene depicting pride. 

If they need some help, you can assign them specific characters: a teenage girl, a star 
athelete, a middle-aged man, a high-scoring student, etc. 

• Let them show their scenes. 
• Debrief each scene; talk about how the act of pride was an attempt to find satisfaction 

in things. 
• Next, hint to the students that the gospel (that God is for us because of Jesus) really 

satisfies that need in a better way than pride ever could. Give them some time to 
consider how the gospel would change the specific situation they acted out. 

• Next, instruct them to re-do their skits, but this time with the person acting from a 
heart satisfied with the gospel, not a heart steeped in pride. 

• Talk about what changed. If necessary, give suggestions for other ways of presenting 
those same scenes with humility rather than pride. If nothing else, the promise of 
James 4:6 is a sweet incentive to practice humility rather than pride. 
 
 

::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider only covering points one and three of the 
lesson.  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school group. If 
you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you will likely have 
to be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. Keep in mind that each 
class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, personalize the lesson content for your 
class by determining what elements are most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to teach 



through all of the content in a single meeting, but instead help middle school students to 
see the main overall point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 


