
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
The God Who Saves: Session 3 
 
Greed 
Key Statement: The sin of greed 1) loves money or possessions, 2) traps people in sin, 
and 3) is fought by becoming rich toward God. 
 
::CONNECT:: 
 

Option 1: Miscellany 
• You’re going to go through a small series of activities with the students. To be 

prepared, you’ll need to have a few prizes (a dollar, candy) ready. 
• First, ask the students if anybody would like to pray for your group. I’m hoping not 

too many are willing. Let as many students as wish pray (even if that’s zero). Then, 
ask the students who would like to pray and announce that you’ll give candy to 
anyone who prays. See how the reaction differs. Let them pray if you wish. 

• Second, ask the students a “would you rather” question: would you rather have a 
million dollars now, or ten million dollars ten years from now? Ask them to explain 
why they want what they want. 

• Finally, tell them you’re going to ask them to memorize one of the verses from this 
unit (they can pick or you can pick). Give them a few moments and see how 
motivated they are. After about a minute or two, tell them that whoever memorizes it 
first gets a prize (a dollar, more candy, whatever you wish). See what changes. Give 
the first student to memorize the verse the prize. 

• Afterwards, debrief by telling the kids they just went through an exercise on greed. In 
the case of prayer, were the students more motivated by manly wealth or by godly 
wealth? Were they more interested in treasures on earth, or in heaven? 

• In the second example, talk about how it would be wiser to have the ten million 
dollars later, but it would require discipline and most people would prefer to have the 
money now. In the same way, we want pleasure and riches now, and so we don’t 
show interest in heavenly reward, even though it’s much more certain and much more 
valuable than ten million dollars. 

• In the final example, point out to the students whether they were more motivated by 
earthly satisfaction or godly satisfaction. The promises of the Word are profitable for 
both this life and the next, but we often decline them because we think we will find 
more satisfaction in earthly things, exemplified in money (or in whatever prize you 
showed). 



• End the discussion by pointing out how we need the Holy Spirit to open our eyes, as 
Paul pointed out in Ephesians 1, to the glory of the gospel and the riches of our 
inheritance. If the Holy Spirit doesn’t regenerate us, we’ll go on with the delusion 
that earthly wealth satisfies. We need to pray to the Spirit to work in our hearts to 
overcome this delusion. 
 
Option 2: Four Depictions 

• Note: do this activity before you get into the lesson. 
• Split your students into four groups. Each group is to define and exemplify a word in 

either a skit or drawings. The four words are: 
o Sacrifice 
o Satisfaction 
o Shrewdness 
o Sanctification 

• Have them act out or present their skits/drawings. Correct anything necessary and 
point out the good qualities. The more non-religious their definitions and skits, the 
better. 

• Go through the lesson. When you reach the third point, discuss how each of the four 
words they did for their skits should reflect our being rich toward God. Then have 
them prepare another skit or drawing; this time, the skit/drawing should show the 
specific word in relationship to being rich toward God. The skits and drawings may 
end up looking similar to the originals, or they may be totally different. What matters 
is that they demonstrate understanding of the concepts of the lesson. As before, 
correct what isn’t quite right, and applaud what captures the essence of the lesson. 
 

::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider only covering points one and three of the 
lesson.  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school group. If 
you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you will likely have 
to be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. Keep in mind that each 
class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, personalize the lesson content for your 
class by determining what elements are most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to teach 
through all of the content in a single meeting, but instead help middle school students to 
see the main overall point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 


