
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2014-15 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 10 
 
Introduction: Connect to one of the central points of the lesson. 
 
Begin the lesson by sharing this story: 
 

I had lunch recently with a friend from Nigeria. He explained his heartbreak 
as he watched farmers who had families who were starving throw the ‘first 
fruits’ of their harvests into the river. Those making these sacrifices were 
attempting to mollify an unknown god. And the story continued—if the next 
harvest was not bountiful, the farmers assumed the god of the harvest was 
angry, and they responded by throwing away even more food from their 
scarce resources. 

 
 
Transition to the biblical passage. 
 
Compare this story from Nigeria with the narrative in Luke 5:1-11. What jumps 
out at you as you listen to these events from the Gospel of Luke: Our Heavenly 
Father revealed Himself, is the source of light and goodness, and freely gives to us. 
 
 
Engage your group members. 
 
Are you ready to repent or are you comfortable with or accustomed to sin in your 
life? 
 
Take the notecard that was passed to you and write a list of things in your garage 
or recreation room that you think others might say are “messy” or “clutter.” Now, 
reverse the card, and write down the items that you have discarded because you 
said, “That has to go.” 
 
By contrast, we cannot “clean up” sin in our lives, but Scripture teaches that we 
need to repent. We need to change our perceptions about that which displeases the 
Lord. We can’t just keep walking around it. 
 



Show a picture of the steps that lead to Trinity Chapel that is a part of Canterbury 
Cathedral. The legend is that pilgrims ascending the steps on their knees in a sign 
of repentance formed the grooves in the stone (Google Images: “stone steps at 
Canterbury Cathedral”). Jesus said in Luke 5:10, “Don’t be afraid.” There is no 
need for painful rituals to impress our Savior. 
 
In 2015, there are many reports of people converting to Islam and the description 
of the conversion is that the new followers are “radicalized.” (This description 
certainly does not apply to all new converts of Islam.) How does Paul’s dramatic 
conversion in Acts 26:15-20 differ from the news reports about “radicalized 
converts”? [Depending on the interests of your group, this question could be used 
as your introduction.] 
 
 
Closer: Challenge your members to make application. 
 
We spoke earlier in the lesson about learning to live with a mess as a symbol for 
being comfortable with sin in our lives. As we close this lesson on conversion and 
repentance, ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind those things in your life that 
separate you from a closer walk with your Savior. 
 
 
 
 


