
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2014-15 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 8 
 
Introduction:  Connect to one of the central points of the lesson. 
 
Ask your group members to reflect on the theme chosen by asking them 
question, “Do you have a recent memory of being chosen for an 
opportunity or special task?” Follow up with the question, “Did you see 
yourself as deserving of being selected?” And, “Were you aware of 
everything that contributed to the  decision to invite you?” 
  
Pause for group members to have time to reflect. Ask members to pair up 
with another person and share the thoughts that came to mind. 
 
Now, tell them the situation is reversed: “You did the selecting and it was 
you who announced the person who was selected.” Have them answer the 
questions, “Would the one chosen know all that went into the choice?” And, 
“Could they possibly know the picture in your head?” 
 
Transit ion:  I think we can all agree—you can’t possibly know everything 
that went into your selection for a promotion, a special task, or a team 
position. Nor can you explain everything that went into why you did what 
you did for a co-worker or a family member. So why should we think that 
we can possibility grasp every aspect of our election by God? 
 
Adoption : Many families have powerful stories about the process of 
adoption. Call on a group member or a church family to give their testimony 
about the process. Compare with Galatians 4:4-7. 
 
 
Sharing your personal testimony  
 
Being ready to share a brief, clear testimony about your faith in Christ is a 
must for all believers, not just those who do public speaking or have a 
significant leadership role. This unit offers several major themes that 
connect directly to a believer’s conversion. Encourage your group members 
to develop this skil l .  It’s not just head knowledge but from our hearts we 



must give testimony about what Christ has done and is doing in each of our 
lives. 
 
Closer:  
  
Perhaps you will want to share my personal experience or describe a 
similar circumstance in your own life: 
 

 My daughter was involved in tryouts for a community recreation 
softball team. As the coach of one of the teams, I attended the 
workout and took notes about the group of players from whom the 
coaches would be ‘drafting.’ Out of a few dozen girls, I saw one 
particular girl who appeared to have no ability in any aspect of the 
sport. I recall writing ‘no’ on my notes next to her name. Nothing 
positive. Just ‘no’. 
 As the draft process came to a close, all the players’ names 
who had not been selected were placed in a hat, including the player 
whom I just described. Sure enough, I drew that player’s name! 
 But amazing things happened! She and my daughter became 
good friends. As it turned out, she was a naturally gifted base runner 
and learned the other skills quickly. And she always had an 
unbelievable smile! By season’s end, she was a significant 
contributor. 
 God was at work in her selection. His grace and election turned 
out to be a huge blessing for the entire team and the coach. 

 
 


