Unit 33, Session 2: Jesus Appeared to the Disciples
Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29; Acts 1:3

Christ Connection:

PCC: God made Jesus alive again! Jesus visited many, many people so they would
know He is alive. Jesus is still alive today.

CC: God made Jesus alive again! For 40 days, Jesus presented Himself to at least
500 people and proved that He is alive (1 Cor. 15:3-8). Jesus is still alive today.

Adult Connection Point: The good news is not only that Jesus died but that He
rose and remains alive forever. Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates that He has
accomplished full salvation for His people, those who turn from their sins and trust in
Him alone. But that’s not the end of the story. Jesus sends out His people to let
everyone else in the world know that He is alive and reigning forever, beginning in
these passages with the first generation of disciples. We tell the true story about
Jesus’ rising from the grave because death does not have the final word. The
motivation and strength, then, to go and tell this good news comes from truly
knowing the risen Jesus and experiencing His life-restoring power.

The Great Commission is one of the most well-known passages of Scripture.
Most of the time, we think of it as starting with “Go” in Matthew 28:19, but the word
“therefore,” also in verse 19, points back to the strong statement in verse 18 of
Jesus’ total authority in heaven and on earth. Let’s take a look at the verses that
come just before Jesus’ command and why they matter:

The 11 disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed
them. When they saw Him, they worshiped, but some doubted. Then Jesus came
near and said to them, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. (Matt. 28:16-18)

Why is it important to remember Matthew 28:187 Because we only fulfill the Great
Commission when we obey the Great Commander.

What is unique about this Commander is that Jesus’ power empowers and Jesus’
authority authorizes. He is unlike people in power who like to make their subjects
feel powerless. No, this Commander invites His followers to experience His power—
which is demonstrated in the giving of love.

Worshiping Jesus is a declaration of your high regard for the authority of Jesus.
He is worth obeying. He is worth submitting to His Great Commission.



