
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE
The God Who Saves: Session 11

Converted  (Part 2)
Key Statement: True faith is 1) recognizing the truth of the gospel, 2) 
receiving Christ as Savior and Lord, and 3) resting in Christ alone for 
salvation. 

::CONNECT::

Option 1: Newscast
• Break your students into smaller groups. Explain to them that they are 

investigative journalist teams. Their job is to present a short documentary or 
news story on who Jesus of Nazareth is. They should try to be as objective as  
possible and not give their report from a Christian perspective; rather, using 
the gospel accounts and other historical evidence, they should present an 
objective, standard newscast about who Jesus of Nazareth is.

• Give them time to prep and then to present their newscasts or documentaries 
(if they need hints on what to put in their skits, they could do interviews, read 
quotes, have one student act a reporter a the scene of the action, etc.).

• Once they’ve finished, debrief how they did. Did they get the bare bones 
essentials? 

• Explain that this bare-bones fact corresponds to Part 1 of the lesson: the 
intellectual assent to who Jesus is. Also note that this intellectual assent is not 
faith itself; it is the raw material of faith, which must be churned through the 
human heart by the power of the Spirit to become trust. Intellectual assent is 
an essential component of faith, but it is merely a component; it is not the 
entirety.

Option 2: Moving from A to B
• Begin by explaining to the students the necessary move from mere 

intellectual assent of Jesus’ person to receiving Him personally; recognizing 
Him as treasure and God and King and Lord. You might use the story of John 
Wesley, the famous founder of Methodism. He always assented to Jesus as 
Lord, but for many years couldn’t claim it for himself; in one famous 
conversation, he was asked, “Do you believe Jesus is Lord?” To which 
Wesley responded, “I know that Jesus is Savior and Lord of the world.” “Ah,” 
responded Wesley’s friend, “but he is YOUR Lord?” At that point, Wesley 
couldn’t respond positively (he would later!). You could also use the example 
of Spurgeon from the lesson with the man in the burning building. A final, 



commonly-used anecdote describing faith is the tightrope walker who walked 
on a tightrope across Niagara Falls pushing a wheelbarrow full of bricks. 
When he finished, he asked the crowd who thought he could do it again; they 
almost all affirmed it. When he asked who REALLY believed he could do it, 
most of the crowd still affirmed it. He dumped the bricks out of the 
wheelbarrow and asked a volunteer to come get in the wheelbarrow so he 
could do it again. We must make the move from believing Jesus can cross 
Niagara Falls on a tightrope to getting into the wheelbarrow.

• Your students’ job is to show a picture, or tell a story, of moving from A to B; of 
moving from mere intellectual assent to actual faith and trust and receiving. 
They can do one of two things:

o A) they can try to find a story on the internet, in the news, or from 
books or films of someone who moved from mere intellectual assent of 
a fact to trusting in it. It could be something like Aladdin offering 
Jasmine his hand and asking her if she trusts him or something else 
(perhaps a donor giving money to a specific group; the donor moves 
from merely asserting it’s a good group to putting her faith in the group 
by giving them her hard-earned money). They should find and share 
that story.

o B) they can make up their own story and draw it or act it out. It should 
show someone moving from mere assent to actual receiving and trust. 
It doesn’t need to be “Christian,” per se. 

• When all students have shared what they found, explain how we also must do 
the same thing in our walk with Jesus. We must affirm Him intellectually, but 
we also need to move to the point where we get into the wheelbarrow, where 
we jump into the arms of the strong guy.

• End by praying for the Spirit to work in your hearts so that you both affirm the 
facts of Jesus’ person and receive Him as satisfaction and treasure.

::CONVEY::

If you are pressed for time this week, consider only covering points one 
and two of the session.  

Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle 
school group. If you decide to incorporate one or more option into your 
group time, you will likely have to be very selective on the material you 
decide to teach through. Keep in mind that each class is different, and as 
the leader guide suggests, personalize the lesson content for your class 
by determining what elements are most applicable. Don’t feel pressured 
to teach through all of the content in a single meeting, but instead help 
middle school students to see the main overall point and big picture the 
lesson is conveying. 

::COLLIDE::

See Leader Guide


