
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE
The God Who Saves: Session 13
Alternate Session

Hope For The Ages
Key Statement: Jesus’ birth 1) shows the reality of God’s judgment, and 2) 
gives hope for future restoration. 

::CONNECT::

Option 1: Riches to Rags Story
• Have the students scavenge the internet (or their own knowledge of books, 

films, or other stories) to find the best rags-to-riches story they can find. Have 
them share what they got.

• Have them repeat the exercise, but this time they should find a riches-to-rags 
story. Have them share them.

• Ask them which kind of story they would identify with Christmas. Turns out, 
according to Micah 5, the Christmas story, from Jesus’ perspective, is very 
much riches-to-rags. Many of the people in the stories your students found 
probably underwent this change unwillingly. Not so with Jesus; He voluntarily 
chose to step into our darkness and difficulty in order to love us and bring us 
to Himself. Consider some of the lowliness embraced by Jesus as recorded in 
the first five verses of Micah and share those thoughts with your students.

Option 2: Micah’s Christmas Coloring Book
• The students have been asked to create a Micah Christmas Coloring Book for 

small children. Specifically, they are to create four pages (you can assign 
pages to each student, or make groups of four with each group making one 
coloring book). Each page corresponds to one of the points in Part 2 of the 
lesson:

o Humble Bethlehem
o Shepherd King
o Restoration
o Peace

• The students are to draw the best image they can think of to convey that 
specific theme to children. They could draw a scene from Micah; they could 
draw a scene from the Christmas story itself; they could draw something not-
at-all Christmas, but still reinforcing the idea. Another possibility is to ask the 
students to make pictures of what each of those themes looks like today, or 
how it applies in our lives today.



• Have them draw and then share their coloring books. Hopefully they will have 
come up with some pretty neat and creative ideas to show. Use their pictures 
to reinforce the themes.

• If applying those themes to today did not come up in their coloring books, 
bring it up now. If Jesus went to humble Bethlehem, how ought we to act 
toward others? What kind of leaders should we be if He is our Shepherd 
King? How should we pursue reconciliation in relationships given his 
restoration? How should He Himself be our peace, regardless of our 
circumstances?

::CONVEY::

If you are pressed for time this week, consider doing a condensed version 
since there are only two points to the session. 

Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle 
school group. If you decide to incorporate one or more option into your 
group time, you will likely have to be very selective on the material you 
decide to teach through. Keep in mind that each class is different, and as 
the leader guide suggests, personalize the lesson content for your class 
by determining what elements are most applicable. Don’t feel pressured 
to teach through all of the content in a single meeting, but instead help 
middle school students to see the main overall point and big picture the 
lesson is conveying. 

::COLLIDE::

See Leader Guide


