
Unit 33, Session 4: Jesus Gave the Great Commission  
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 1:3 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Jesus told His friends that everywhere they went they were to make 
more followers of Him. Jesus’ friends could do this because Jesus is in charge of 
everything, and He promised He would be with them. When we follow Jesus, He 
promises to always be with us too. Jesus’ mission to His friends is our mission too. 
We are to make more followers of Jesus.  
Kids: The good news about what Jesus has done to rescue us from our sins is too 
great to keep to ourselves. Before Jesus went back to heaven, He gave the disciples 
a job to do. Jesus wants His followers to teach people everywhere about Jesus so 
they will trust in Him as their Lord and Savior. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

Read John 20:19-23. 
Jesus told His disciples that they are sent by the Son as He has been sent from 

the Father. The pattern of the church’s mission is rooted in the eternal character and 
plan of God. So also, the message for the mission is the very means by which we 
who are sent have been made right with God. Through Christ’s death on the cross, 
we have peace with God, and it is this same peace that we offer to everyone who 
will hear us. 

Peace with God is the prerequisite to being sent out by God. We cannot fulfill our 
mission until we know we are forgiven, until we know we are with Him, secure in His 
presence, growing in His grace. God secures us by His love and then sends us out 
to share His life.  

Our greatest need is to be at peace with God, to be reconciled to Him. Only when 
we have peace with God can we truly love. Love is too risky to give away without the 
peace that comes from the forever presence of the God of love who gave Himself 
away. Until we abide in Christ and bask in the peace He brings, we will never be 
secure enough to take the initiative to love others first. Like the disciples, we will hide 
away in our insecurities and fears and never risk anything for God’s kingdom. Once 
God grants us peace, however, we are freed to love others the way Christ has loved 
us. The best way to love other people is to tell them about the peace available to 
them through the reconciling work of Christ’ cross. 

 
Materials: paper, markers 
Direct your kids to print on the paper what they know about the good news of 
Jesus. If you have preschooler, suggest drawing a picture. Allow each child to 
share what he wrote or tell about the picture. Save these for later. 
                 
Ask: “What job did Jesus give His disciples?” 
Remark that Jesus told His disciples God had given Him all authority in heaven 
and on earth. Because He had this authority He gave His disciples a job to do--a 
very important job. Jesus was soon leaving so now the disciples would be 
responsible to tell people how Jesus could rescue them from their sins. Once 
those people trusted Jesus as their Lord and Savior they too could become a 



disciple. Jesus told His disciples to teach these new disciples to obey everything 
Jesus had commanded them. 
                                                                               
Ask: “Who are some people you can share the good news?” (Refer back to your 
activity.) 
                                       
Take time to think about different people in the neighborhood, social groups, 
school, or family. Choose your oldest child and have him practice sharing the 
good news with another sibling or yourself. Encourage all your kids to share this 
good news with one of the people your mentioned. 
Pray, asking God to give your family courage to share this good news about 
Jesus with others. Ask Him to bring to mind others who need Jesus as well. 
 
 


