
Unit 32, Session 3: The Triumphal Entry  
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: The people were happy to see Jesus. They knew He was their King. 
Jesus came riding on a donkey, just as the prophet Zechariah said He would (Zech. 
9:9). 
Kids: During Jesus’ triumphal entry, the people welcomed Him as King. Jesus was 
the Messiah spoken about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming to 
you; He is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey” (Zech. 9:9). 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

Read Luke 19:28-44. 
With Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we see the appropriate response to 

the Messiah’s coming: “…the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God 
joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen” (Luke 19:37). However, 
not everyone welcomed Jesus’ first coming. There were those who conspired to kill 
Him—and did. And as there were many who did not welcome His first coming, many 
sadly will be ill-prepared for His second coming. In the meantime, however, we as 
Christians, like the crowd at the Mount of Olives, are to praise God joyfully with loud 
voices, occupy ourselves with pointing to this Messiah who came and will come 
again.  

The Christian is like the light that is put on a lampstand because we should not be 
hidden (Matt. 5:13-16). But unlike a flame that produces its own light, believers 
simply reflect the light of Christ because He is the Light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).  

Christ-followers are humble vessels that carry a profound message. Paul stated:  

For we are not proclaiming ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 
your slaves because of Jesus. For God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness” 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of God’s glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this 
extraordinary power may be from God and not from us. (2 Cor. 4:5-7)  

Paul intentionally described a common vessel (jars of clay) to highlight the 
contrast between the value of the messenger and the all-surpassing greatness of the 
message that we carry. The implication is that the vessel should not distract from nor 
add to the content it carries.  

Like the crowd at the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we should draw little 
attention to ourselves and praise God by pointing people to the Messiah who came 
humbly to redeem His people and will return in exalted form in order to judge the 
world. 
 
Materials: dolls, stuffed animals, figurines, Joseph (from your nativity scene) 
Direct you kids to collect all their dolls and stuffed animals to play the part of the 
crowd for the triumphal entry. Use your Joseph figure to act as Jesus. If you don’t 
have a donkey use a block or horse for Jesus to ride. As you review the story, 
guide your kids to move the figures and give them voice when the crowd shouts 
out. 



                                                     
Ask: “What important prophecies were fulfilled in today’s story?” 
Recall how three different Old Testament books were quoted during this scene in 
the Bible. The Psalmist, Isaiah and Zechariah told about events leading up to 
Jesus’ triumphal entry. Zechariah said Jesus would arrive on a donkey and would 
be a King. Isaiah prophesied the temple would be called a house of prayer 
although it had turned into a den of thieves. The psalmist stated even the 
children would praise Jesus. All these came true. 
If you have older kids look up these prophecies in Zechariah 9:9, Isaiah 56:7 and 
Psalm 8:2. 
                                                            
The people in the crowd asked, “Who is this?” when Jesus rode by on the 
donkey. Ask your family, “Who is Jesus?” 
Remind you kids that Jesus is God’s Son, Lord, King and the One who saves. 
Conclude your time by singing along with one of the praise songs from the 
curriculum. 
Pray, thanking God for keeping his promise to send us our King and Savior—
Jesus. 
 


