
Volume 12 (SUM15) Adult-Kid Connections  
 
Unit 34, Session 3: Stephen’s Address  
Acts 6:8–7:60 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: People hurt Stephen because he followed Jesus. Jesus told His friends 
that people would hurt them for loving Him. (Mark 13:9-13; John 16:2) When people 
are mean to us because we love Jesus, we can be brave because people also hurt 
Jesus. Jesus died on a cross and is alive! 
Kids: Stephen was killed because he was a Christian. Jesus told His followers that 
they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, or even killed—for loving Him. Jesus also 
said that those who suffer for Him would be blessed. (Matthew 5:11) We can face 
suffering in this life because Jesus suffered first. He died and then rose again, and 
He is waiting for us in heaven. 
Adults: Read Acts 7. 

We mentioned in our last two sessions how all of the Scriptures tell us about 
Jesus. This is what Stephen was telling the crowd just before they killed him. He 
explained how the people of Israel throughout history have often rejected leaders 
and prophets whom God raised up and appointed, and sadly the majority of 
Israelites in the days of the apostles continued to do this by rejecting the message 
about Jesus the Messiah. Stephen summarized the people’s behavior in this way: 
51 “You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always 
resisting the Holy Spirit; as your ancestors did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets 
did your fathers not persecute? They even killed those who announced beforehand 
the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now 
become. 53 You received the law under the direction of angels and yet have not kept 
it.” 

The people’s present rejection of Jesus and killing of God’s messenger 
(Stephen in this case) in Acts 7 reflects the pattern we see throughout the history of 
the Bible. Moreover, Stephen himself states that the people of Israel even killed 
those who announced the coming of Jesus the Messiah, “the Righteous One” (v. 
52). This shows how Stephen, like the apostles and other disciples, believed that all 
of the Scriptures point to Jesus. 

By interpreting the Scriptures according to this pattern, Stephen is reading the 
Bible in theological context. What is that? We can define theological context as “how 
a passage fits in the tapestry of the Bible as a whole.” In other words, how does a 
passage you are studying or reading contribute to or play off of broader themes or 
theological ideas communicated in the Bible? This is important because otherwise 
we will miss out on the fuller meaning of passages. In this particular case, unless we 
looked for the pattern of persecution that Stephen traced across the Bible, we might 
miss what Scripture is teaching us about Jesus and what He did for sinners like us 
through His coming and being killed. Thankfully, death is not the end of the story—
not for Jesus, Stephen, or us. But we need to read the Bible correctly to know this. 
 

Guide your family members to think about a time where someone had been mean to 
them for loving or talking about Jesus. Talk about a time in your own life where you 
may have experienced unfair treatment for the sake of Jesus. 



             
Retell the Bible story about Stephen. 
                  
Ask: “What did Stephen do after the people lied about him?” 
                 
Talk about how Stephen used the Bible stories from the Old Testament to remind the 
people about God’s promise to Abraham. Stephen reminded them of David, Joseph, 
and Moses. Over and over, God’s people disobeyed Him. But God never gave up on 
them and promised to send a Messiah. Stephen explained that Jesus is the 
promised Messiah. 
                                            
Ask: “Why did the people kill Stephen?” 
Invite your children to answer, then explain that Stephen was killed because he was 
a Christian. Jesus had warned His disciples that others would persecute them—hurt, 
hate, and even kill them--just for loving Jesus. We can face suffering, though, 
because Jesus suffered and died for us.  
Pray, thanking God for those who share the good news about Jesus even when they 
face trouble for it. Ask God to give you and your family courage to tell others about 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 


