
Volume 12 (SUM15) Adult-Kid Connections  
 
Unit 35, Session 3: Paul’s Second Journey  
Acts 15:36–16:40 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Lydia, the jailer, and many others believed in Jesus and were saved 
from their sins. We do not have to work to be saved. Jesus did all the work when He 
died on the cross. We are called to turn from our sin and trust in Jesus. 
Kids: Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because they believed in 
Jesus. Jesus offers us salvation as a gift. He did all the work to save us by dying on 
the cross. We do not need to earn salvation; we can just receive it by repenting and 
trusting in Jesus. 
Adults: Read Acts 15:36; 16:11-15; and James 1:22-25. 
Acts 15:36  
After some time had passed, Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit the 
brothers in every town where we have preached the message of the Lord and see 
how they’re doing.” 

What does Paul’s statement to Barnabas tell us about salvation? The gospel 
affects us beyond making a one-time decision. We certainly must respond to the 
gospel initially with repentance and faith, but we should expect the gospel to affect 
the way that we live for the rest of our lives. If God grants a person truly saving faith, 
then this person will bear long-term fruit in some way (see Matt. 13:1-9,18-23). 

Consider Lydia’s actions in Acts 16:11-15. After “the Lord opened her heart to 
pay attention to what was spoken by Paul” (v. 14), she not only was baptized on 
account of her belief in the gospel, but she also extended hospitality to Paul and 
Barnabas (v. 15). Her initial response to the gospel led to a faith that manifested 
itself in love and good works (v. 15,40; cf. Gal. 5:6). Another way that saving faith will 
manifest itself is in a love for God’s Word (John 8:31; 1 Pet. 2:2). 

Our love for God is expressed in reading His Word and obeying what it says. 
James 1:23 says that “if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a 
man looking at his own face in a mirror.” A person who treats God’s Word in this way 
gives it a brief spiritual nod but doesn’t seek to understand the Word by living it out. 
The contrast, found in verse 25, is a person who looks intently into the law of God 
and perseveres in it. In the ancient world, the first of these terms meant “to bend 
over for the purpose of looking, focused on satisfying one’s curiosity.” In other words, 
it is an “intense” or “focused” activity of concentrating on the Word. The second term, 
translated as “perseveres,” meant to “remain” or “stay with something.” So the doer 
stays with the Word all the way to application—“one who does good works,” 
according to James 1:25. 
 
 

Material: Map of Paul’s missionary journeys (from previous week) 
Gather your family together and ask them to think of the best gift they had ever 
received. If possible, allow them to bring the gift back to the devotion area and show 
everyone the gift. They may also say why it is special to them.. 
Tell the Bible story in your own words about Paul’s second missionary journey. 
                            



Ask: “Who were some of the people who heard the good news about Jesus in our 
Bible story?” 
                               
Recall how Paul had a vision from God to visit the people in Macedonia. He took 
Silas with him. A woman named Lydia heard Paul speak, and she believed the 
gospel. Paul and Silas commanded an evil spirit to come out of a girl who had been 
following them. They were thrown into prison, but even there they shared the news 
of Jesus with the jailer and he, too, believed. 
                                              
Ask: “How did Lydia and the jailer receive forgiveness of their sins?” 
Remind your kids that salvation is a free gift that Jesus offers. Paul and Silas told 
Lydia and the jailer about the good news about Jesus. Lydia and the jailer could not 
do anything to take away their sins on their own. It is the same for us today. We 
cannot do anything to earn our own forgiveness, but when we trust in Jesus, we are 
forgiven! 
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus to die on the cross and rise from the dead to 
rescue people from sin. If your family members are believers, thank Jesus for the 
free gift of salvation that He gave them. If your family members are not believers, 
pray that God will save them. Ask God to help you share this gift with unbelievers. 
 
 


