
Volume 12 (SUM15) Adult-Kid Connections  
 
Unit 35, Session 4: Paul Preached in Europe  
Acts 17:1–18:21 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Paul taught the people in Athens about the one true God. He told them 
that Jesus died on the cross and is alive! People can know God because Jesus 
brings us into God’s family. 
Kids: The men of Athens worshiped a false god. Paul explained to them God’s plan 
of salvation. He said that only God should be worshiped. Paul talked about Jesus 
and the resurrection. People can know God because Jesus took the punishment for 
sin that separates people from God. 
Adult:  Read Matthew 6:9-13 and Acts 17:22-34. 

Notice the profound difference between how Christians approach God and 
how the non-Christians in Athens approach their objects of worship, their false gods. 
Christians pray understanding that God has revealed Himself as Father to those who 
have become His children through their faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. The people of 
Athens are left to their own devices and speculations as to how they should worship 
and honor their gods (Acts 17:22-23). God’s name is not honored when people in 
ignorance trust in idols rather than seeking after the one true and living Creator of 
the universe. Hence, there is an urgency that we take the gospel to those across the 
world who are trapped in the darkness of idol worship. 

“The Disciple’s Prayer,” also known as the Lord’s Prayer, is the most widely 
known and recited prayer in Christian history. It gives us a model for how Christians 
should approach God when we pray. In Matthew 6:9, Jesus introduced the prayer 
with these words: “Therefore, you should pray like this.” And then He offered an 
example of what a believer’s prayer should be. 
The first petition of the Disciple’s Prayer asks for the name of the Lord to be honored 
as holy, or sanctified. Why do we ask God to do this? Because no one is more 
powerful than God when it comes to the vindication of His name. The disciple’s 
heartfelt desire is for God’s name to be vindicated so that His holiness will be seen 
throughout all the earth. No matter what the circumstances may be, we pray for 
God’s glory to resound through all the earth. 

Of course, we should see an implicit challenge to ourselves in this request. 
The prophet Ezekiel confronted the Israelites for dishonoring God’s name and 
causing it to be profaned among non-believers (see Ezek. 36:22-23). It would be silly 
to pray for God to honor His name if we ourselves were not zealous to honor the 
name of the Lord in our lives. And so, even though we know that only God has the 
power to honor His name perfectly, we ask that He do so through us. We see His 
glory and kingdom expressed when people come to faith in Jesus by hearing our 
proclamation of the gospel, just as it took place when Paul shared Christ with the 
people in Athens. Some heard and believed and thus turned from their former idols 
to the true and living God (Acts 17:33-34). God’s name is hallowed when people 
repent and believe the gospel. 

 
Materials: Rhythm instruments such as pots and pans, map of Paul’s missionary 
journeys 



Open your family devotion by singing songs from The Gospel Project family app. 
Use rhythm instruments to worship the one true God! Trace Paul’s journey on your 
map. 
Tell the story of Paul’s preaching in Europe. 
Ask: “How did people respond to Paul’s gospel message in the cities of 
Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens?” 
                               
Remind kids how in Thessalonica some believed and followed Paul and Silas. The 
Jews started trouble for Paul and Christians there. In Berea, the people studied the 
Scriptures to see if what Paul said was true, but the Jews again caused trouble. 
Finally, in Athens, the people wanted to hear Paul’s message. Some people 
believed, some people wanted to hear more, and other people laughed. 
                                                  
Ask: “The people in Athens did not worship the one true God. What did they worship 
instead?” 
Recall how the people of Athens worshiped many gods. In fact, they set up an altar 
to an unknown god in case they left one out! Yet, Paul explained that the one true 
God made everything, and He chose His Son, Jesus, to be the Savior of the world. 
Spend some reflective time as a family to see if there are any activities or objects 
that serve as idols in your house. Explain to younger children that an idol is anything 
that takes worship away from God. Pray, asking God to forgive you for placing this 
idol above Him. Ask for help to worship Him and Him only as God. 
 
 


