
ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES

ITEM 1

CREATION OUT OF NOTHING
The Bible teaches that God created the universe—everything both visible and 
invisible—out of nothing (sometimes expressed in the Latin phrase, “creation ex 
nihilo”). This means that before God created anything, nothing else existed except 
God Himself. God alone is eternal; every created thing has a beginning. Therefore, 
the eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy of worship. 
Denial of this doctrine has implications for God’s sovereignty over and providence in 
creation. Because God created out of nothing, creation has meaning and purpose and 
points us to the Creator.

IMAGE OF GOD IN HUMANITY
The image of God in humanity is understood as mirroring God’s attributes in our 
nature, actions, and relational capacities. In Jesus, we see the true image of God. He 
perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a perfect relationship 
with the Father. The Bible continues to speak of the image of God in humanity even 
after our fall into sin, even though our ability to rightly reflect God has been marred

SIN AS REBELLION
Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings, called to respond in faith and 
obedience to God’s revelation, the Bible often portrays sin in terms of defiance and 
rebellion toward God the King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages that describes sin in 
terms of rebellion against God: “I have raised children and brought them up, but they have 
rebelled against Me.” Seen in this light, sin is personal and willful disobedience, the raising 
of a clinched fist toward the One who made us.

SIN’S EFFECTS IN THE WORLD
Sin does not only impact our relationship with God; it is also the root of our broken relationships 
with the people around us. Human sinfulness is the reason the creation groans in anticipation for 
redemption and deliverance from its bondage to evil powers (Rom. 8:20-22). Sin has infected and 
redirected the social structures of society, leading to injustice and oppression. The distorting effects 
of sin are visible all around us, but the good news of the gospel is that the battle against these powers 
will be won through the work of Christ.

GOD’S GLORY
The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character 
through His activity. It also refers to His excellent reputation and is given as one of 
the reasons we are to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent 
beauty of God, the unbearable brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates 
His own attributes and characteristics for all to witness. The Scriptures speak of 
humanity as having “fallen short” of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23) because we have 
rejected the purpose for which God created us—to glorify Him.

GOD IS TRANSCENDENT
God’s transcendence refers to the fact that He is distinct from and independent of 
His created world. He is transcendent over us in regards to His greatness and power 
as well as His goodness and purity. The implication of this doctrine is that God is 
inherently superior to humanity; His thoughts and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 
55:8-9). When God saves us, He restores us so we can fulfill our human purpose; this 
does not mean that we become God or that distinctions between God and humanity 
are obliterated. Understanding God’s transcendence evokes awe and wonder at His 
goodness and power.

ELECTION
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, 
sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and 
comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of 
God’s sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes 
boasting and promotes humility.

CHRIST AS SUBSTITUTE
At the heart of the atonement is Jesus Christ substituting Himself 
for sinners as He died on the cross. This truth is seen against the 
backdrop of the Old Testament sacrificial system, which provided 
a picture of humanity’s need for sin to be covered and guilt to be 
removed by an innocent sacrifice. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the 
will of God, taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and 
necessities and identifying Himself completely with humankind yet 
without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and 
in His substitutionary death on the cross, He made provision for the 
redemption of humanity from sin.

GOD’S PLAN AND HUMAN ACTION
God’s sovereignty over all of life encompasses the free actions of human beings. Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many plans 
are in a man’s heart, but the Lord’s plan will prevail.” In ways we are unable to fully comprehend, the Lord’s plan 
goes forward in a way that extends to the choices of human beings as moral agents. Even freely chosen sinful 
actions are factored into God’s overarching plan, as is the case with the crucifixion of Jesus – an event both 
purposed by God through foreknowledge and yet also carried out by the wicked decisions of human beings (Acts 
2:23). Knowing that God is working all things for the good of those who love Him (Rom.  8:28), we trust in His 
promise to fulfill His plan, even when we do not understand our present circumstances.

GOD IS TRUTHFUL
The Scriptures are clear that in God there is no falsehood (Heb.  6:18, Titus 1:2). God represents 
things as they really are. Everything He says can be trusted because God guarantees the truth 
of everything He tells us. The call for humans to be honest and not to bear false witness is 
rooted in the utter truthfulness of our Creator. Telling the truth is one way we bear the image 
of God, whose Son is the Way, “the Truth,” and the Life (John 14:6).

GOD IS FAITHFUL
God’s faithfulness means He keeps His word and always fulfills His promises 
(1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:13; 1 Pet. 4:19). God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in 
His fulfillment of the promises He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The 
Apostle Paul linked the attribute of “faithful” to God’s coming through on 
His word: “The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). 
We reflect God by keeping the promises we make to Him and to others.

GOD IS OMNISCIENT
Scripture teaches that God is all knowing. He is the One who is “perfect in 
knowledge” (Job 37:16), and this knowledge extends to all things past, present, 
and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. His knowledge is 
complete, and as He is outside of time, He has known from all eternity whatever 
will come to pass. In response to God’s omniscience, we admit our finite 
knowledge and trust His decisions as wise and good.

NEW IDENTITY OF THE BELIEVER
When a person places faith in Christ, that person undergoes a fundamental change of 
identity. He or she goes from being an enemy under God’s wrath (Eph. 2:1-3) to being 
welcomed into God’s family as a beloved child (Eph. 2:19). The believer in Christ is declared 
righteous on account of Christ’s perfect life and substitutionary death and resurrection. No 
longer is the person a slave to sin, defined by past failures or present struggles. The person 
has been delivered from the realm of darkness and now belongs to the kingdom of light 
(Col. 1:13). Anyone who is in Christ is a “new creation” in whom the old, sinful self is passed 
away and the new, redeemed self is alive and progressing, until the person becomes more 
and more like Christ (2 Cor. 5:17).

THE GOODNESS OF CREATION
In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even “very good” 
(1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to 
reflect and display the good character of the Creator. Therefore, sin and evil should not 
be seen as a foundational part of the creation but rather as a corruption of it. While the 
creation has been marred and distorted as a result of sin, it is still good in the hands of God 
and serves His purpose of proclaiming His glory in the world. God’s people should affirm 
and seek to preserve the goodness of God’s creation (Gen. 2:15).


